AT D7
2-4-14

Brown, Christy ol

From: Hedeen, Roberta

Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 7:54 AM

To: Hastings, Janis; Arrigoni, Holly; Brown, Christy; Castrilli, Laura; Fisher, Carla; Hedeen,
Roberta; Meyer, Linda; Palumbo, Janice

Subject: FW: Petroleum News' News Bulletin Service - February 04, 2014

Importance: High

Wow. Flint Hills is closing down the North Pole Refinery, in part due to cleanup costs.
-r

Roberta Hedeen
U.S.EPA Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 Lol
Seattle, WA 98101 ]

206/553-0201

From: Smith, Marla J.

Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 7:10 AM

To: Werntz, James; Carr, Matt; Combes, Marcia; Cool, Richard; Curtis, Jennifer; Cutler, Thor; Fidis, Alexander; Fordham,
Tami; Godsey, Cindi; Greaves, Natasha; Hedeen, Roberta; Jen, Mark; Latier, Andrea; Martin, Gayle; Mayers, Timothy;
Pavitt, John; Seyfried, Erin; Shaw, Hanh; Smith, Marla J.; Soderlund, Dianne; Stoddard, Jamey

Subject: FW: Petroleum News' News Bulletin Service - February 04, 2014

Importance: High

Marla

From: Petroleum News [mailto:circulation@petroleumnews.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 4:40 PM

To: Smith, Marla J.

Subject: Petroleum News' News Bulletin Service - February 04, 2014

TO: Marla Smith account= 28387
Petroleum News' News Bulletin Service - February 04, 2014
If you cannot read this news bulletin, paste the following link into your browser:

http://www.petroleumnews.com/nb/445779015.html
** To ensure delivery of our News Bulletin,
be sure to add our sending address, circulation @ petroleumnews.com
to your e-mail address book and also please whitelist that address to further ensure delivery.
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Flint Hills shutting down North Pole refinery

Flint Hills Resources Alaska said this afternoon that it will cease crude oil processing at its North Pole refinery in the
next few months, shutting down the extraction unit at the refinery May 1, ending gasoline production.

The company said crude unit No. 2 would shut down shortly thereafter, no later than June 1, ending production of jet
fuel and all other refined products.

Mike Brose, vice president of Flint Hills Resources Alaska and manager of the refinery, blamed difficult refiner
marketing conditions combined with the costs of addressing soil and groundwater contamination “that was caused
when Williams owned the refinery and the State of Alaska owned the land underneath it.”

-Kristen Nelson

See story in Feb. 9 issue, available online at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 7, at www.PetroleumNews.com

Petroleum News - Phone: 1-907 522-9469 - Fax: 1-907 522-9583
circulation @ PetroleumNews.com --- http://www.PetroleumNews.com
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*** THIS IS A PAID NEWS SERVICE SUBSCRIPTION. The recipient of this email has either paid for this service or has verbally
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service. If you'd like to subscribe to this service, or have a comment or question, contact us at 907-522-9469 or
circulation@PetroleumNews.com. Bulk/group subscriptions to this service are available. *** Removal requests should be sent to
remove@PetroleumNews.com. *** Members of the media may not subscribe to this service or view Petroleum News' news
bulletins, unless specifically approved by PN's Publisher.
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‘EPA cites VECO,

AL o ?cr/

Mapco for toxic
waste violations

Complaints ask fines totalllng $170,000

The Assoclated Press

FAIRBANKS — The Environ-
mental Protectlon Agency has

filed three hazardous waste com- -

plainn and compliance orders

alnst Mapeo Petroleum Ing, and
VEECO Inc.;- with recommended
{ines totaling $170,000

“acutely toxic waste,” .the EPA
sald. ) ;

The flrms wete also clted for
{ailing to conduct personnel traln-
{ng on han and worklnm
hazardous w , and with
to develop and implement a haz
ardous weste contingen-

Both companies were cited

PWe think they're off
base on 3 lot of things,

for running operatlons that use, but we're sl zoins

enerate or dispose of

over the
still !nmulat

azardous wastes without . . . tponss... gmm-

nonﬂcarion. i
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ok d some ducrep-
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. problbly due to the ro-

Two of tho complaints were
1iled against Mapco's North Pole
refinery and one was flled agalnst
VECO's ollffeld support facllity st
Deadhorse,

Both companies ware.cltad for

hazardous waste violations of the ... Leathard

Ing schedule workers
have at the Desdhm facility,
*] think K when the ins

wers out there, they talked tn

people who had just come on sh-i!t
- and may not have been "

date on what wae' were 1!13.
md ST R OO BT R

fedaral .Resource Con-
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The agency 'has: or

goin over the complaint and

e ommeiinte. cam, Still formulating our response.?

begin Immediate com-
pliance, to respond
within 15 to 60 days

— VECO Proaldent Pete Leathard

depending 'on the of-
fense, or face possible

S#}goém“ ranging from $5, oﬂo to
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. UivisiGh, encouraged both.compan .

nies to consider a settlemant,

Both companles, were cited for
running operations that use, gen-
erate or dispose of" hazardous
wastes without firat 'submitting a
permit application,. obt
hazardous waste permit, and wllh-
out proper notification,

Mapeo and VECQ each recelved *

numerous citatlons‘for failing to
Iai;el and date contalners of haz-
rdous waeste and for falling to
e n_u proper records related 1o
§ waste ge zul\ FicT

was clted - tor lllowins
huu;gcfu ‘wastes to be lu.kod or
irefinery’s, sump
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EPA's Reglon 10 Hazardous Waste .,

o anco was cited for oponti.nl a
hazardous awaste Lnnf-

dlspogal !ac!.uty withou luwlng a
writte.n closure plamand without

. estimating closure costs, . i

EPA sald releases of hazardous
westes, such as trichloroethane
and methylene chloride, have oc
curred at Mapco's North Pole re-
fnery, with fuel spllls over g
number’ of years ' cumulatively
amotnting to more than 150,000
gallons.

The - EPA  clalmed Mapee
fi"uinsrd |rvernl drums of Lll\!“
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MAPCO defends clean-up efforts

By Sue Cross
Asmocisied Pres

JUNEAU — Officials at
MAPCO Petroleum Alaska Co.
and the Department of Environ-
menial Conservation are defend-
ing their cooperative efforts to
clean up oil spitls and other pollu-
tion at MAPCO’s North Pole re-

An ombudsman's report is
sued Wednesday took the depart-
ment to task on several points,
including what acting Ombuds-
man Bruce Aronson believes is
overuse of consent en{s
instead of tougher enforcement
measures.

Such agreements may be
meant to i up, but
they usually result in delays,
Aronson said.

g

But DEC Commissioner
Dennis Kelso sag(c:mut agree-
ments are used use they are
the most efficient.

State attorneys believe volun-
tary compliance will work better
than taking MAPCO to court,
Kelso said Thursday.

“Their idea is, we do better if
we get the cleanup going, we
make sure MAPCO has to pick
up all the costs, we make sure
they're committed to making
operational changes,” Kelso
said. “It doesn’t do us nearly as
much good to seek penalties for
past acts as it does to clean up

and make sure these things don’t

happen again."
The current consent a
ment with MAPCO is enforcea-

ble in court, if necessary, and the
state can seek penalties for past
or future violations if MAPCO
fails to meet DEC requirements,
Kelso said.

The commissioner also said
Aronson's repert might be mis-
leading when it sts the
DEC should try to collect more
money from MAPCO through
penalities or to pay for the clean-
up.

“MAPCO is paying for the mo-
nitoring, the cleanup, the envi-
ronmental audit, the developing
of a new contingency plan and
implementing it, and any other

res that might come out of
the environmental audit,” Kelso
said.

He and MAPCO Vice Presi-

denl Buki Wright also defended
the cooperative efforts to clean

up oil spills.

Aronson had cited a possible
conflict of interest in MAPCO'’s
hiring of consultants to direct the
cleanup.. The ombikisman said
the consultants should be paid by
the state, which then would re-
cover its costs from MAPCO.

“I don't think that's neces-
sary,” Wright said. “The DEC
has had veto power over that

I.m%gC{) either develops a
plan for actions and gets the
DEC's approval, or complies
with a list of actions mandated
by the state, Wright said.

“In either case, the DEC's
been calling the shots,” he said.
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I Ombudsman critical R -

DEC still found

lax on Mapco |

By SUE CROSS
Assoclated Press Writer

JUNEAU—Recent attempts to
crack down on pollution at Mapeo
Petroleum Alaska Co.'s North Fme
}'eﬁnery don't change an earlier
inding that environmental offl-
:E:L:lr;&redax in enforelng state
s there, .
mlln b the state ombuds
na report lssued Wednesday,
stale acting Ombudsman Brur.?e
Aronson reinforced much of an ear.
lier draft report that was shar ly
critical of the Department of S,,,

vlflonmenlnl Conservation.

While DEC's enforcement
efforts atthe refinery during recent
months are encouraging, I think
the record shows that DEC's ear-
ler activities regarding oll spill
cleanup enforcement an drinking
water monitoring at the reflner
&era inadequate, and as a resul
; e agency may have contributed
ho the endangerment of public
ealth and to the refinery’s ground

r:liu%ieut? prgblgnéé' éromon \a’vrota
er to ommls r
Dennls Kelgo, -

Aronson also outlined what he be-
lleves are several continulng prob-
lems with DEC procedures.

The report was dellvered to Kelso
late Wednesday, and the commis-
sloner sald he could not comment
until he had a chance to read It,

Mapco's spokesman, Vice Presi-
dent Buki Wright, was out of town
Wednesday and no one else at Map-
co I8 authorized to talk to the
media, according to a woman who
answered the company phone. This
morning Wright was in mectings
and not avallable to glve comments
:r “::u Dally News-Miner by press

Inhis report, Aronson said he and
Kelso have agreed on elght of 11
tu;qa:tlan.- for rectifyin 1ha Map-
co sltuation and Improving DEC's
procedures. The department
already s Implementing slx of the

(Ses MAPCO, Page 8)

—— —

————

MAPCO

(Continued from page 1)
recommendations, Arsonson sald.

He and Kelgo stlll disagree over
three polnts—recovery ol cleanup
costs, confliet of Interest and re-
cord-keeping—plus some general
policles.

The ombudsman belleves DEC
should be more bullish about im-
posing penalties for Mapcooll spilis
and recovering cleanup costs f[rom
the company.

Kelso has agreed to conslder the
recommendation. But he does not
plen to charge Mapco for cleanup
costs or for up to $25,000 the state Is
paylng a hydrogeologlst to help lo-
cate underground contamination,
according to Aronson,

The ombudsman cltes the DEC's
position that a December 1886 con-

'MAGED

sent agreement between the de-
Elrlment and Mapco ""does not
roadly walve DEC's rights Lo seek
penalties in the future if conditions
are violated by Mapco, or for past
and future violations."

But Aronson sald it appears DEC
has agreed not to seek penaltles
and damages from Mapco for
many of the 77 documented oil
spills on state land leased by the
refinery.

Under state law, Mapco should
bear [ull financial responsibility
for splll cleanup, Arsonson said,

The DEC also has used informal
compliance agreements to the de-
trl:;r; ent of eleanup efforts, Aronson
sald.

“"There is an apparent patternde-
veloping where DEC attempts to

achieve a voluntary agreement
with a violator, but through delays,
compllance ultimately takes lon-
er than If DEC had used stronger
ormal enforcement actions," he
sald,

The DEC belleves cleanups are
conducted more quickly i they are
voluntary, Aronson said.

He also objects to DEC's position
that it supervises cleanup efforts at
Mapco, even though consultants
doing the work are hired, pald by
and report to Mapco.

Mapco should pay the consul-
tants, but they should be hired by
and report to DEC, Aronson said.

The ombudsman also repeated
his call for a revision of the state's
drinking water standards. Kelso
has sald the state never committed
to a revislon, but Aronson cited an
earller case and a letter from for-

mer Commissioner Bill Ross that
gald drinking water regulations
should be updated.

The ombudsman found that Map-
co employees quit drinking water
from company wells because of
suspected pollution six months be-
fore the DEC discovered the pet-
roleum-contaminated water con-
tained benzene, a highly toxic che-
mical,

Aronson also called for better
DEC record-keeping, and addres-
sed several disputes of fact brou gt;l'.
up after the preliminary report be-
came public last spring.

37ls5
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Ombudsman
faults state
for pollution

Report concludes DEC failed
to enforce standards at refinery

By ROSEMARLE ALEXANDER
The Assocateq Press

JUNEAU — A state om-
budsman's report says em-
ployees at the North Pole
MAPCO Petroleum Alaska
Co. may have been drinking
benzene-contaminated water
because the state Depariment
of Environmental Conserva-
tion failed to enforce pollu-
tion standards.

Department nfhc:als say

‘t::,mport's conclusions.
A MAPCO official said he
would not comment on the

The May 22 ombudsinan's
report says the state may
have cuntn'butadulo the 132:

s nd pollution p
& a:::lu endangered public
health because the DEC did
not monitor pollution dis-
charges and cleanup, toxic
waste disposal, or test drink-
ing water systems at the
plant.

“In the fall of 1986, tests
showed at least one source of

the drinking water, the well
at the truck rack, bad benzene
in quantities characterized by
the EPA as ‘acutely toxic,'”
Robert Walton, mcting om-
budsman, seid in the draft

Numerous spills bad oc-
curred in the area where the
well was drilled, but records
do not indicate how long the
well was used before lests
determined it was contami-
nated, Walton said.

“It appears that DEC suf-
fered from the *left hand-right
hand’ syndrome as the drink-
ing water staff and oil spill
staff had not compared
notes,” Wallon said.

Environmental Conserva-
tion Commissioner Dennis
KEelso said he was concerned
about the inaccuracies in the
draft.

“We believe that the draft
report contains factual errors,
pmissions and insccurate rep-
resentations. It reflects a seri-
ous misunderstanding of the

Sea Back Page, DEC

DEC: Ombudsman says department

Continued from Page A-1 ]

legal mechanism of our com-
pliance order with MAPCO,"
Kelso said in a prepared
statement

“We are committed to re-
solving the problems at the
facility,” bhe said.

Kelso was in Seattie
Wednesday. A department
spokesmen said he could not
be reached for comment and
i d the stat 1 a few
hours later.

Most of the alleged viola-
tions occurred before Kelso

By failing to enfarce envi-
ronmenta) regulations, the de-
pariment appears to have
waived the state's right to
seek penalties for past viola-
tions, Walton said.

The department also per-
mitted MAPCO to contract
with . consultants to verify
that the refinery complies
;iit:u state regulations, Walton

The ombudsman’s report
comes on the heels of am
Environmental Protection
Agency letter {o the North
Pole refinery, saying it had
failed to comply with federal

took over the depariment in
Jabuary

Tbe North Pole refinery is
operated by a subsidiary of
MAPCO Inc., a Tulsa, Okla.-
based resources company.
MAPCO has coal mines, gas
plants, oil production facili-
ties and pipelines

Buki Wright, a MAPCO
vice president, said the om-
budsman's charges did not in-
volve MAPCO,

“It's an issue between the
ombudsman, the DEC and the
governor. They need to sort it
out and decide what they're
going to do,” Wright said.

failed to enforce pollution standards -

State law requires all oil
refineries to have a state-ap-
proved oil discharge contin-
gency plan.

Walton said the department
never polified MAPCO offi-
cials that the refinery's plan
— submitted in 1982 — was
not acceplable.

“There have been at least
77 reported oil spills at the
refinery which bave deposited
151, 0K_gallons of product on-
to the ground; 23 of these
spills have occurred since
MAPCO submitted its contin-
gency plan to DEC for ap-
proval,"” Walton said.

| 307440 SHOTLIHNIL0 IDHMOHONY Hd3 S5:8A 28, FATNNL

requirements for storing haz-
ardous wastes.

The May 15 letter was
based on a surprise March
inspection of the plant by the
state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation on be
half of the EPA.

Prior to the agency's letter,
U.S. Senator Howard Metzen-
baum, D-Ohio, called for a
federal investigation of toxic
waste disposal methods atl the
plant.

Metzenbaum is chairman of
the U.S. Senate Subcommit-
tee on Energy Regulation and
Conservation.

His reques! came five
weeks after the state oil and
gas division investigated pos-
sible dumping of toxic wastes
into the trans-Alaska oil pipe-
line.

The agency did not con-
clude that any dumping 100k
place

But the report said even
assuming a worsi-case scenar-
io, themicals put in the $9
billion pipeline would have
had little effect on the linc's
safety or performance

MAPCO officials said they
never dumped waste into the

pipeline,
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FAIRBANKS {AP) — One federal agency
ays Mapco Petroleum Alaska Company
nust improve its handling of hazardous
~astes at its oil refinery in North Pele, and
inother agency says the company should re-
aire an employee who helped investigators
100k into the waste handling.

The Environmental Prolection Agercy
sent a letter Friday to Mapco officials, say-
ing the North Pole refinery has failed to
comply with federal requirements for storing
hazardous wastes, it was reported by the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner,

The Jetter was based on a surprise inspec-
tion of the plant conducted two months ago
for the EPA by the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation. The inspection
was prompted by allegations that the refin-
ery was dumping hazardous wastes into the
trans-Alaska oil pipeline.

Charles Findiey, the EPA's regional direc-
ter for hazardous waste, said the agency may

B-2 Monday, May 18, 1887, The Anchorage Times

“PA chides Mapco in hazardous wastes case

take enforcement actions against Mapco
after finishing its study of the inspection and
other findings. He urged the company to take
immediate action on inadequacies in its han-
dling of hazardous wastes.

“Hazardous wastes stored on-site were
not properly marked, dated, or inspected,”
Findiey wrote.

“Improper storage of ignitable, corrosive,
and reactive wastes represent a potential
fire and explosion hazard,” Findley wrote.

The EPA asked the company for addi-
tional information about its hazardous waste
storage and disposal systems, including re-
cords on any waste that may have been
dumped into the trans-Alaska pipeline.

Mapco has 3¢ days to comply with the
EPA’s reqguest, Findley said.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Labor Department

has told Mapco it should rehire an employee
who cooperated with investigators looking

into the company's handiing of hazardous
wastes.

On April 5, Jili Albrecht, a lab technician
and chemist at the refinery, semt labor offi-
cials a letter requesting protection from har-
assment by company officials. The Resource
Comservation and Recovery Act and the
Toxic Substances Control Act prohibit em-
ployers from firing workers for helping to ex-
pose violations.

The News-Miner reported that sources fa-
miliar with Albrecht’s situation said she was
fired the same day her letter arrived at the
Labor Depariment.

On May 5, the Labor Departmeni notified
Mapco that Albrecht was entitled to protec-
tion. “The employee should be restored to
her previous position without loss of pay or
job security,” the department said in a letter,

IMAGED
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PA chides Mapco in hazardous wastes case

FAIRBANKS (AP) — One federal agency
ays Mapco Petroleum Alaska Company
nust improve its handling of hazardous
vastes at its oil refinery in North Pole, and
mnother agency says the company should re-
tire an employee who helped investigalors
ock inte the waste handling.

The Environmental Protection Agency
sent a letter Friday to Mapco officials, say-
ing the North Pole refinery has failed to
comply with federal requirements for storing
hazardous wastes, it was reporied by the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.

The letter was based on a surprise inspec-
tion of the plant conducted two months ago
for the EPA by the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation. The inspection
was prompted by allegations that the refin-
ery was dumping hazardous wastes into the
trans-Alaska pil pipeline.

Charies Findley, the EPA’s regiona) direc-
tor for hazardous waste, said the agency may

take enforcement actions against Mapco
after finishing its study of the inspection and
other findings. He urged the company to take
immediate action on inadequacies in its han-
dling of hazardous wastes.

““Hazardous wastes stored on-site were
not properly marked, dated, or inspected,”
Findley wrote.

“Improper storage of ignitable, corrosive,
and reactive wastes represent a polentlal
fire and hazard,” Findley wrote,

The EPA asked the company for addi-
tional information about its hazardous waste
storage and disposal systems, including re-
cords on any waste that may have been
dumped into the trans-Alaska pipeline.

Mapco has 30 days to comply with the
EPA’s request, Findley said.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Labor Department
has told Mapco it should rehire an employee
who cooperated with investigators looking

into the company's handiing of hazardous
wastes.

On April 5, Jill Albrecht, a lab technician
and chemist at the refinery, sent labor offi-
cials a letter ra;uesun% protection from har-
assmeni by company officials. The Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and the
Toxic Substances Control Act prohibit em-
ployers from firing workers for helping to ex-
pose violations.

The News-Miner reported that sources fa-
miliar with Albrecht’s situation said she was
fired the same day her letter arrived at the
Labor Department.

On May 5, the Labor Department notified
Mapco that Albrecht was entitled to protec-
tion. *The employee should be restored to
her previous position without loss of pay or
job security,” the department said in a letter.



AL 07D

P.o2 6//&/57
J6<

MAY.13 "87 18:53 EPA ANCHORAGE OFERATIOMS OFFICE

Feds say Mapco should

rehire fired employee

"MAGED

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

Mapco Petroleum Co. wrong-
fully fired an employee of its
North Pole Refinery carly last
month and should reinstate her
to her job. according to the U S.
Department of Labor, The com-
pany is expected to appeal the
finding.

On April 5, Mapco refinery lab
technician/chemist Jill Albrecht
sent a letter to Secretary of
Labor William Brock requesting
protection under the federal Re-
source Conservation and Re-
clamation Act and the Toxic
Substances Control Act from
harassment by the company.
Sections of the acts protect em.
ployees from harassment for re-
porting irregularities regarding
hazardous or toxic substances.

An employee must report the
harassment within 30 days of
termination by an employer to
qualify for protection under the
acts. Albrecht's case s one of
the first to be considered by the
Labor Department under the
RCRA and TSCA acts.

Inthe letter, Albrecht claimed
she was being harassed by Map-
co officials because she was
cooperating with ‘‘congression-
al investigators,” and said she
was being harassed by company
officials for it. She also re-
quested the labor department to
investigate allegations the com-
pany was dumping hazardous
and toxic substances into the
trans-Alaska pipeline system.

Sources familiar with
Albrecht's situation say she was
fired by the company the same
day her letter arrived at the
Labor Department.

On May 5, the department
notified Mapco through a letter
that its investigation of the

Albrecht case revealed she was
entitled to protection under the
RCRA and TSCA laws and that
Mapco officials were prohibited
under those laws from firing
her,

. . .The employee should be
restored to her previous position
without loss of pay or job secur-
ity,” the letter stated.

Dennis Cook, a lawyer for
Albrecht, confirmed the letter's
existence and content, but de.
clined further comment on the
matter. Other sources close to
the case said Friday evening
Mapco had notified the depart.
ment it would appeal the ruling.

“Congress cannot allow Map-
co officials to resolve their toxic
waste disposal problems by
risking environmental damage.
employce safety and damage to
industrial facilities of petroleum
refiners down stream,”” Sen. Ho-
ward Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, said
Friday in calling for a congres-
sional probe of the company.

"I understand at least one
Mapco employee has charged
the company with discrimina-
tion and termination of employ-
ment as a result of that em.
ployee's cooperation with con-
gressional investigators,’ he
said.

While Metzenbaum did not
name the employee in question,
it is believed he was referring to
Albrecht,

According to a DEC official
familiar with the Mapco inves-
tigations, who asked not to be
named, Albrecht was fired by
the refinery the same day her
letter to Brock arrived at the
labor department.

Albrecht was in the hospital
for planned surgery and could
not be reached for comment.
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Mapco, DEC deny Metzenbaum’s claims |

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

Gav. Steve Cowper and stale De-
partment of Environmental Con
servalion alfivials have demed
claims made by 1.5, Sen. Howard
Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, that the
stale agency has eompromised its
enforcement role of Mapeo Pet-

rolcum l’fn.P refinery
through a ST relationship with

Mapeo officials.
Cowper said Lhe senator appears

to be acting “without coniplete in-
formation.”

On Friday, Metzenbaum—in his
role as chairman of the Senate sub-
commitlee on energy regulation
and conservation—requested a
General Aceounting Office inves-
uigation of allegations thal Mapco
was pulling hazardous or toxic
wasles into the trans-Alaska pipe-
line system.

In requesting the investigation,
the Ohio Democrat also asked the

|

GAO Lo look into allegations that
the enforcement role of the DEC
was compromised by iis close rela-
tionship with Mapco afficials.

The GAO. which conducts con-
gressional investigalions, has
formed a new special investiga-
tions unit that sources say has been
infermaily looking inte the Mapeco
situation for the past six weeks.
These same sources believe it was
this unit that provided Meizen-
baum with information leading to
his request for a formal GAQ inves-
tigation.

“Sen. Metzenbaum’s allegations
about lax state enforcement al the
Mapco oil refir ery are misin
formed al best, : nd flat-out irres
ponsible al worst,” Cowper said in
a prepared statement late Friday
allernoen.

“Under this administration. the
state Department of Environmen:
tal Conservation has been monilor-
ing these problems at Mapco since
they were broughl to our altenlion.
The department has required Map-
¢o ta clean up its spills and pget a
third-partly audit of the situation,
and continues to menitor the prob-
tems,"”” Cowper said.

*As for allegations that texic
malerials were dumped into the oil
pipehine, DEC performed an un-
announced on-sile inspection of the
refinery. As federal law requires,
we have turned over our findings lo
the federal EPA for any criminal
violalions.

“Sen. Melzenbaum frequently
criticizes what we do in Alaska
without complele information.
Thal appears Lo be Lhe case here,”
the governor said.

“We've been aggressive and
appropriate in our enforcement,”
DEC Commissioner Dennis Kelso
sakd Friday.

Last December, Mapco signed a
compliance order issued by DEC.
Among other things, the order re-
quired Mapco tocleanup, atils own
expense, mere Than 100,000 gallons
of fuel that had leaked or spilled at
the North Pole refinery over a
period of several years.

DEC officials said earlier this
week the company has collected
and retrieved more than 100,000
gallons of spilled fuel and other
materials, and is currently retriev-
ing in excess of 100 gallens a day of

liquids spifled at the refinery over
the years.

Mapco is prescntly in the process
of finalizing the parameters and de-
tails of an environmental audit re-
Auired this summer under the com
pliance order

The company has also advertised
for an in beuse environmenial spe-
cialist and is behieved 1o be in the
final stages of its selection process
for that position.

Upon hearing of Mecizenbaum's
allegations and request for an in-
vestigalion, Mapeo Alaska Vice
President Buki Wright said Friday
afternoon the company was mysli-
fied at the senator’s action

“Officially. we at Mapeo have
four things 1o say,”” Wright said:

“One, we do not handle Lloxic
wasles at the North Pole reflinery.

“Two, we have nol pumped toxic
wasles into the (trans-Alaska)
pipeline.

“Three. we have not pumped
hazardous wasles into the pipehne.

“Four, the emplo + who was
termimnated was et ' 1 a viala- .
tion of managemen’ policy. The y

fermination had nutinng to do with
these allegations. ™



EPA raps Mapco

MAT. 13 87 18:55 EPA ANCHOFAGE OPERATICNS COFFICE

on wastes policy

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

Mapco Petroleurn Alaska Co.'s
North Pole reunery has failed to
cofiiply with federi! requirerments
governing the management of 86
cyclable materials, or hazardous
wastes, and has stored “‘acutely
toxic waste'' and characteristic
waste without a proper permit,
according to an Environmental
Protection Agency letter.

Late Friday, EPA Region X
hazardous waste director Charles
Findley sent a letter to Mapco re-
finery manager Gerald Fritz re-
garding the inspection.

(Continued from page 1)
on these findings after our evalua-
tion is complete,'' the letter stated.

Findley wrote that Mapco's
North Pole refinery has not com-
plied with requirements governing
the management of recyclable
materials, and that the refinery
‘“‘has generated and accumulated
RCRA hazardous wastes in suffi-
cient quantities to require com-
pliance” with federal standards,
but has not done so. ‘‘Hazardous
wastes stcred on-site were not
properly marked, dated or in-
spected.”

Two months ago, the EPA, re-
sponding to allegations the refinery
was placing hazardous or toxic
wastes into the trang-Alaska Pipe-
line, asked the DEC to conduct an
unannounced inspectlon of the re-
finery under the federal Resource
Conservation and Reclamation
Act, or RCRA. DEC did 8o, and for-
warded the inspection results to
EPA's Anchorage office, which in
turn forwarded them to {ts Seattle
Region X offlce.

In his letter, Findley said the re-
finery has stored more than one
kilogram of “acutely toxic waste
and more than 1,000 kilograms of
characteristic waste for more than
90 days without a permit,” and out
of eompliance with the majerity of
the treatment, storage and disposal
standards. '

“Improper storageé of ignitable,
corrosive and reactive wastes rep-
resents a potential fire and explo-
sion hazard,” Fidley wrote.

To complete its evaluation of the
refinery, EPA asked the company
for additional informa‘ion, in-
cluding:

e Any and all Information on
any hazardous materiais consi-
dered to be recycled at the Mapco
North Pole Refinery, including
placement into the trans-Alaska
Pipeline System (TAPS).

¢ Any and all information on
hazardous waste neutralization
activities occurring at the Mapco
refinery,

» Anvandallinformationonthe

Gov. Steve Cowper responds to

allerations hy Sen, Howard Met.

-tefibaum thatthe DEC bhas von. .

*pr¥mised its enforcemént role by
*bﬂ;.m close to Mapco officials;
and the U.8. Dept. of Labor tells
Mapco to reinstate a wrongfulty
fired employee, Page 3.

“While we continue to evaluate
the inspection and other findings, it
is important to bring to your atten-
tion the following issues which
should be addressed immediately.
Enforcement action may be taken

. (Sec MAPCO, Page 8)

use of the refinery’s sump system.

® The quantity and types of all
hazardous wastes and hazardous
materials placed into the facility
sump system or associated piping
system for recycling, neutraliza-
tion and/or disposal on an annual
basis and the disposition of these
wastes and materials.

® Any and all information on
disposal practices and disposal
locations for all used fuel filter car-
tridges,

® Any and all information on
any used oil fuel activities occur-
ring at the refinery.

® Any and all information on
hazardous material and product
spills occurring at the refinery
since operations began.

Any and all information on
underground storage tanks at the
facility as of Jan. 1, 1874, includig
copies of any notifications provid
to the state by May 8, 1986.

According to the letter, Mapco
has 30 days to comply with the EPA
request. Failure to do so may sub-
ject the company to enforcement
actions, including the assessment
of penalties.

“You should also be aware that
knowing falsiflcation of any in-
formation provided pursuant to
this request may be a criminal
violation. . . " Findley wrote.

The RCRA act governs the hand-
ling, transportation and disposal of
hazardous materials. The federai
Toxie Substance Ceontrol Act, or
TSCA, governs the handling, trans-
portation and disposal of toxic
materials.

TAKE AIM ON VIOLATIONS
1-800-478-3377

-

ALASKA FISH & WILDLIFE
SAFEGUARD

F.as
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EPA raps Mapco

on wastes policy

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

Mapco Petroleurn Alaska Co.'s
North Pole retnery has failed to
dofiiply with feteri] requirements
governing the management of
cyclable materials, or hazardous
wastes, and has stored “‘acutely
toxic waste" and characteristic
waste without a proper permit,
according to an Environmental
Protection Agency letter.

Late Friday, EPA Region X
hazardous waste director Charles
Findley sent a letter to Mapco re-
finery manager Gerald Fritz re-
garding the inspection.

(Continued from page 1)
on these findings after our evalua-
tion is complete,'’ the lelter stated.

Findley wrote that Mapco's
North Pole reflnery has not com-
piled with requirements governing
the management of recyclable
materials, and that the refinery
“has generated and accumulated
RCRA hazardous wastes in suffi-
clent quantities to require com-
pliance” with federal standards,
but has not done so. ‘“Hazardous
wastes sicred on-site were not
ptoperly marked, dated or in-
spected.”

Two months ago, the EPA, re
sponding to allegations the refinery
was placing hezardous or toxle
wastes into the trans-Alaska Pipe-
ling, asked the DEC to conduct an
unannounced inspectlon of the re-
finery under the federal Resource
Conservation and Reclamation
Act, or RCRA. DEC did 80, and for-
warded the inspection results to
EPA's Anchorage office, which in
turn forwarded them to its Seattle
Region X offlce.

In hig Jetter, Findley said the re-
finery has stored more than one
kilogram of “acutely toxic waste
and more than 1,000 kilograms of
characteristic waste for more than
90 days without a permit,” and out
of compliance with the majority of
thetreatment, storage and disposal
standards. '

“Improper storageé of ignitable,
corrosive and reactive wastes rep-
resents a potential fire and explo-
sion hazard,” Fidley wrote.

To complete its evaluation of the
refinery, EPA asked the company
for additional information, in-
cluding:

® Any and all Information on
any hazardous materiais consi-
dered to be recycled at the Mapeo
North Pole Refinery, ineluding
placement into the trans-Alaska
Pipeline System (TAPS).

® Any and all information on
hazardous waste neutralization
activities occurring at the Mapco
refinery,

# Anyand allinformation on the

Gov. Steve Cowper responds to

allepations hy Sen, Howard Meto

‘tefibdum thaethe DEC bas von..

fpr¥mised its enforcement role by

-*bﬁx;m close to Mapco officlals;
and the U.8, Dept. of Labor tells
Mapco to reinstate a wrongfully
fired employee, Page 1.

“While we continue to evaluate
the inspection and other findings, it
is important to bring to your atten-
tion the following issues which
should pe addressed immediately.
Enforcement action may be taken

_(See MAPCO, Page 8)

use of the refinery's sump system.

® The quantity and types of all
hazardous wastes and hazardous
materials placed into the facility
sump system or associated piping
system for recycling, neutraliza-
tion and/or dispesal on an annual
basis and the disposition of these
wastes and materials.

® Any and all information on
disposal practices and disposal
locations for all used fuel filter car-
tridges.

e Any and all information on
any usged oil fuel activities occur-
ring at the refinery.

® Any and all information on
hazardous material and product
¢pills ovcurring at the refinery
since operations began.

Any and all information on
underground storage tanks at the
facility as of Jan. 1, 1974, includir;g
copies of any notifications provid
to the state by May 8, 1986.

According to the letter, Mapco
has 30 days to comply with the EPA
request. Failure to do so may sub-
ject the company to enforcement
actions, including the assessment
of penalties. '

“You should also be aware that
knowing (alsiflcation of any in-
formation provided pursuant to
this request may be a criminal
violation. . . ," Findley wrote.

The RCRA act governs the hand-
ling, transportation and disposal of
hazardous materials. The federal
Toxie Substance Control Act, or
TSCA, governs the handling, trans-
portation and disposal of toxic
materials.

TAKE AIM ON VIOLATIONS
1-800-478-3377

-

ALASKA FISH & WILDLIFE
SAFEGUARD
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Mapco, DEC deny Metzenbaum’s

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

Gov. Steve Cowper and stale De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servalion afficials have demed
claims made by 1.5, Sen. Howard
Metzenbaum, D-OChie, that the
state agency has compromised its
enforcement role of Mapeo Pet-
rolcum Co.'s refinery
through a of6S€¢ relationship with
Mapco officials.

Cowper said Lhe senalor appears

12—Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. Fa'rbanks, AIaskW
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to be acting “‘without contplete in-
formation.”

On Friday, Metzenbaum—in his
role as chairman of the Senate sub-
commitlee on energy regulation
and conservation—requesied a
General Aceounling Office inves-
Ligation of allegations that Mapco
was pulling hazardous or toxic
wasles into the trans-Alaska pipe-
line system.

In requesting the investigation,
the Ohio Democral also asked the

GAQ to ook into allegatioms that
the enforcement role of the DEC
was comnpromised by ifs close rela-
tionship with Mapco officials.

The GAO. which conducts con-
gressional investigalions, has
formed a new special investiga-
tions unit that sources say has been
informalily looking inte the Mapeo
situation for the past six weeks.
These same sources believe il was
this unit that provided Melzen-
baum with infermation leading to
his request for a formal GAO inves:
tipgation.

“Sen. Metzenbaum’s allegations
about lax state enforcement al the
Mapco o1l refis ery are misin
formed al best, . nd flat out irres
ponsible at worst,” Cowper said in
a prepared statemment late Friday
aflernoen.

“tuader this administralion. the
slale Department of Envirenmen.
tal Conservation has been monilor-
ing Lhese problems at Mapco since
they were brought ta our allention.
The department has regquired Map-
o to ¢lean up ils spills and get a
third-party audil of the situation,
and continues to menitor the prob-
fems,”” Cowper said.

“As for allegations that texic
malerials were dumped inte the oil
pipeline, DEC performed an un-
announced on-site inspection of the
refinery. As federal law requires,

we have turpned over our findings to

the federal EPA for any criminal
violations.

““Sen. Melzenbaom frequently
crilicizes what we do in Alaska
without complele information.
That appears Lo be the case here,”
the governor said.

“We've been aggressive and
appropriate ia our enforcement,”
DEC Commissioner Dennis Kelso
said Friday.

Last December, Mapeo signed a
compliance order issued by DEC.
Among other things, the order re-
quired Mapcotocleanup, at its own
expense, more than 100,000 gallons
of fuel that bad leaked or spilled at
the North Peole refinery over a
period of several years.

DEC officials said earlier this
week the company has collected
and retrieved more than 100,000
gallons of spilled fuel and other

materials, and is currently reiriev-

ing in excess of 100 gallons a day of
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liguids spilled at the refinery over
he years.

. Mapcois presently in the process
f finalizing the parameicrs and de-
Hails of an environmental audil re-

\yuired this summer under the com-

‘pliance order,

The company has also advertised

for an in-heuse environmental spe-

cialist and is believed 1o be in the
final stages of its selection process
for that position.

Upon hearing of Mclzenbaum's

‘allegations and requesl for an in-
wvestigalion, Mapeo Alaska Viee
- President Buki Wright said Friday
- afternoon the company was mysti-

fied at the senator’s aclion.
“Officially. we al Mapco have
four things 1o say.”” Wright said:
“One, we do not handle toxic
wastes at the North Pole refinery.
“Two, we have not pumped loxic
wasles into the (trans-Alaska)
pipeline.
“Three, we have not pumped
hazardous wasles into the pipeline.
“Four, the employce who was
terminated was let g0 for a viola- -
tion of managemen! policy. The |
{ermination had nothing to do with -
these allegations.™
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Federal probe
of Mapco

practice urged

WASHINGTON (AP)—The
chairman of the Senate subcom-
mittee on energy regulation and
conservation wants a federal in-
vestigation of toxic waste dis.
posal practices at the Mapco
North Pole refinery.

U.S. Sen. Howard Metzen-
baum said there are serious
allegations that chemlical addi-
tives were belng improperly
handled, stored and disposed of
at the refinery.

Metzenbaum’s request comes
flve weeks after the state Divi-
sion of Oil and Gas concluded i{s

MAPCO
(Continued from page 1)
ment Accounting Office, Met-
zenbaum said the substances
¢ould be entering the trans-
Alaska oil pipeline and could
pose safety risks.

“Congress cannot allow Map-
co officials to resolve their toxic
waste disposal problems by
risking environmental damage,
employee safety and damage to
the industrial facilities of pet-
roleum refiners downstream,"
Metzenbaum said.

The Ohio Democrat also cal-
led for special protection for wit-
nesses, citing allegations of wit.
ness intimidation.

“1 understand at least one
Mapco employee has charged
the company with discrimina-
tion and termination of employ-
ment as a result of that em.

own investigation of possible ployee’s cooperation with con-  * ¢, »
dumping of toxic wastes into the gressional investigators ... We .
$9 billlon pipeline. expect witnesses to cooperate —

1f hazardous wastes had heen fully with investigators knowing )
dumped Into the pipeline, then that their rights will be pro- | -

the chemicals would have been
so diluted they would have had
little — if any — effect on the
aafety or performance of the
pipeline, the agency sald.

While not concluding any such
dumping took place, state offi-
clals decided to assume they had
in order to envision 8 worst-case
scenario.

Mapco officials have denied

tected by Congress and the De-
partment of Labaor,"

Metzenbaum also asked the
GAQ to probe allegations that
the enforcement role of the Alas-
ka Department of Environmen.
tal Conservation was comprom-

ised by its close relationship |

with Mapeo officlals.
DEC Commissioner Dennis
Kelso denied Metzenbaum's

dning so.

: assertions that the agency has

But in a letter to the Govern- been lax in its dealings with the
(See MAPCO, Back Page) refinery.

“We've been aggressive and
appropriate in our enforce-
ment.,"" Kelso said today.

}
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Federal probe
of Mapco
practice urged

WASHINGTON (AP)—The
chairman of the Senate subcom-
mittee on energy regulation and
conservation wants a federal in-
vestlgation of toxic waste dis-

osal practices at the Mapeo
orth Pole refinery.

U.S. Sen. Howard Metzen-
baum said there are serious
allegations that chemlcal addi-
tives were being improperly
handled, stored and disposed of
at the refinery,

Metzenbaum's request comes
flve weeks after the state Divi-
sion of Oil and Gas concluded its
own investigation of possible
dumping of toxlc wastes into the
$9 biilion pipeline.

If hazardous wastes had been
dumped Into the pipeline, then
the chemicals would have been
g0 diluted they would have had
little — if any — effect on the
safety or performance of the
pipeline, the agency sald.

While not concluding any such
dumping took place, state offl-
clalsdecided to assume they had
in order to envision a worst-case
scenario.

Mapco officials have denied
doing so.

But in a letter to the Govern-

(See MAPCO, Back Page)

MAPCO

(Continued from page 1)
ment Accounting Office, Met-
zenbaum sald the substances
could be entering the trans-
Alaska oil pipeline and could
pose safety risks.

“Congress cannot allow Map-
co officials to resolve their toxic
waste disposal problems by
risking environmental damage,
employee safety and damage to
the industrial facilities of pet-
roleum refiners downstream,"
Metzenbaum said.

The Ohio Democrat also cal-
led for special protection for wit-

nesses, citing allegations of wit. |

ness intimidation.

“I understand at least one
Mapco employee has charged
the company with discrimina.
tion and termination of employ-
ment as a result of that em.
ployee's cooperation with con-
gressional investigators ... We
expect witnesses to cooperate
fully with investigators knowing
that their rights will be pro-

tected by Congress and the De-

partment of Labor,"

Metzenbaum also asked the
GAOQ to probe allegations that
the enforcement role of the Alas-
ka Department of Environmen.
tal Conservation was comprom-

ised by its close relationship |

with Mapco officials.

DEC Commissioner Dennis
Kelgo denied Melzenbaum's
assertions that the agency has
been lax in its dealings with the
refinery.

“We've been aggressive and
appropriate in our enforce-
ment," Kelso said today.

|
|
|

|
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DEC presses Mapco on environmental audit work

The state Department of En-
vicommental Conservation has in-
structed Mapeo Petroleum Co. to
fine tune the scope of work Mapeo is
to complete in an environmental
audil the DEC required the com-
pany lo conduct as a result of fuel
spills at Mapeo's North Pole re-
finery.

In December 1986, Mapco offi-
clals signed a compliance order
issued by the DEC. The order re-
nuired Mapeo to monitor and clean
wp more than 100,000 gallons in Tuel
and other spills occurring at the re-
finery over a period of several
years,
order requires Mapeo to hire a firm
o conduet an environmental audit
al the relinery this summer. Mapco
wirs Lo submit its proposed scope of

(ne element of the compliance

work for that audit on April 16 and
didl so right on deadline,” accord-
ing to DEC's Dick Warren.

While Mapeo propuosed a firm Lo
conduet the audit, DEC officials
were nol impressed with the team
the firm would use on the audit.

In a May 4 letter to Mapeo en-
gincering manager Dave Rowse,
DEC Northern Region Environ-
mental Supervisor Larry Dietrick
told the company as much and also
submilted a more detailed scope of
work to be followed on the audit.

“We have some reservalions
with the audit team the firm has
nominated Lo perform the environ
mental audit,” wrote Dietrick,

~'Though the firm in question was
not named, Dictrick said the di-
verse responsibilities required by
the andit meant the firm’s auditing

team should bhe selected [rom
several disciplines **. . . such as
refinery operations managers,
hydrologists, engineers, and en-
vironmental specialists, who are
familiar with environmental
issues. Based on the resumes sub
milted, the audit team leader . . .
has no prior experiences with en-
vironmental audils,” Dietrick
wrote.

He also reminded Rowse that
Mapco “‘must demonstrate . . .
their commitment to corrective ac-
tion hased on the audit findings."

He said the company must also
expand its audit scope to include,
but not be limited to, 36 specific
items under three broad categor-
ies, Dietrick listed 14 items under
the category requiring Mapeo to

improve or correet inadeguate pro-
duel handling procedures al its re-
linery. Among the items were that
Mapaco identify all fuel transfer
locations, review volume control
inspection procedures, evaluate
procedures Tor leak detection, and
evaluate the efficiency and thor-
oughness of its fuel spill cleanup
procedures.

Dietrick listed six items relating
to “abnormally high coneentra
tions of hydroearbons in the con-
taminated water holding pond™ at
the refinery. Among them that
Mapco identify sources of the con-
lamination and waler sources to
the storm water holding pond, and
that the company evaluate plant
systems controlling discharges Lo
the pond.

——

Mapcw is also reguired Lo identify
the source ol and reasons for the
presence of (fuel or oil) produet in
the ground and develop corrective
aclions to avoide recurrences,
wrote Dietrick, listing 16 require-
ments in this area for Mapeo to in-
clude in its audit work scope.
Among them the company is re-
tjuired to evaluate and monilor pro-
cedures for detecting leaks, evalu-
ate lesting procedures, evaluate
existing pollution control systems,
identify all above and underground
tanks and service lines, and verify
the integrity of sumps, pipelines,
lanks (above and below ground)
dyke walls and liners to determine

Em“‘.“'

if subsurface contamination is on-
going.

Dick Warren, Pete MeGee and
other DEC northern region officials
said Thursday the letter does not
mean thal Mapco is not trying to
comply with the consentl agree-
ment.

“Mapeo is complying, we just felt
Lheir initial proposal regarding the
environmental audit needed a little
fine tuning,” said Warren. He said
DEC and Mapeo officials are work-
ing together to see that all past
spills at the North Pole refinery are
vleaned up and that the opportunity
for future spills is eliminated as
much as humanly possible.

- —
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Former Mapco empl

labor secretary for help

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

A former Mapco lab technician
bas writien U.S. Labor Secretary
William Brock seeking proteclion
against discrimination and harass-
ment that she claims is being con-
ducted by ber former employer be-
cause she {alked with FBI and U_S.
Senate investigaliors regarding
hazardeas wastes at the company's
Morth Pole refinery.

Until Monday, Jill Albvechiwasa
chemistdab technician with Map-
co. As such, she was required to
maintain compliance with all
federal, state and Mapco policies
regarding the safe and legal dispos-

alof | substances deemed hazar-
dou Aherwise requiring special
hawn

Albireche began her work at Map-
coas an ent 1 clerk but a few
years later =d 1o the refin-
ery’s lab as y level techni-

cian. During an organizational re-
vamping of the lab, the technician
title was changed to chemist.
When contactcd by telephone
Thursday, Albrecht declined com-

IMAGED

o

W

ment on advice of her attorney, De-
mmis Cook.

Several weeks ago, the federal
Environmental Profection Agency
confirmed if was investigaling
allegations of hazardous waste
violalions alt Mapeco's Nowth Pole
refinery. Materials gathered by a
state Depariment of Environimen-
tal Conservation inspection af the
refinery have been passed to the
EPA's Region X offices in Seattle.
DEC conducted the inspeciion at
EPA’s request.

But in her letter to Brock dated
April 5, Al ochl elaims she was
placed on probalion by Mapce's
management when she made in-
quiries into the disposat of hazar-
dous “‘wasies, acic_ toxic, corro-
sive andd some upk substances
being blended toge info a sump
injecting inio the crude siream of
the TAPS" (frans-Alaska pipeline
system).

The News-Miner’s copy of the let-
ter was not obtained through
Albre: -t or her attorney.

Mapco Alaska Vice President
Buki Wright said Friday Albrecht

ver brought her concerns ““to

ki

the attention of her supervisor or
the refinery manager. If she had,
which she clearly did not, she wounld

hare learned that ber concerns

were grotmdlms." Wiight said.
He said “Alhrecht could not have
been put on probation because of
concerns about hazardous mate
rials because we never knew she
had any such concerns, she didn’t
come Lo us with them.” He did not
say why or when Albrecht was put
on probatiea. “I can confirm that
Jill Albrechi is no longer employed
at the refinery,” Wright said.
While still on probation, Afbrecht
wrele, she had “recoived numer-
ous phome calls ¢ all hours of the
night threatenin my life i’ you
don't stop tatkir« tothepee =" " In
the leiter she says 5 never izlked
to the press. “I have only answered
the questions of the FBI and U.S.

Senate investigator?™
Albrecht wrote she hac heen put
on six-month by the re- |

finery shorily before writing the

April 5 letter to Brock.

Wright said he had no idea .
Albrecht was talking to anyone,

“Thig is the first time I've heard

any mention of the FBl or any sen- -
ate investigator, if indeed one ex-

ists:™'

Al 18131
oyee asks

eginning W
1t soid in the Brock A

|

she discovered someone following
her car where ever she went. She
her ip have a “serious auto acci-
dent” involving amother woman
and ber two children She
the velile to North Pole “I
party gnd since provided me pro-
tection as best they can between
their vther duties. [ have become &
prisoner in my home and fearfil
while at the refinery,” mreebt
wrote.

But officer H. Harrison of I.he
North Pole police said Friday “we
have no record of her contacting us
at all.”" He said it may have been

ible that Albrecht talled with 2
North Pole police officer “‘but, if
she did he didn’t write up a report
on it or anything eise.”

She also elaims refinery inspec-
tions by the state Department of
Environmental Conservation for
the siate and the federal Environ-
menial Protection Agency may
have been skewed because refmery
personne! treated the wells being
tested with chemicals before the in-
spections took place.

Other allegations in Albrecht's
letter include:

= That, last December, Mapco

did T high levels of benzene inthe
refinery’s potable waler wells but
{ailed fo notify its employees of this
until the hadalreadymadohtm
the |

L That Mapco, DEC and EPA
testing of the waler was qu&;twn
able because the refinery’s main
water supply had been acidized and
chlorinated prier to testing Nov. 20,
1996,

» That Mapce did not follow
strict guidelines in pulling samples

sturday, April 18, 1987.—7
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from the potable water to test for
henzene, a cancer agent.

© That the drinking water st the
refinery is being treated with a che-
mical on a daily basis.

@ That the henzene being found
may be coming from a leaking
gasoline storage tank, becayse no
benzene was exiracted from TAPS
oil at the refinery until Oclober
1985.

* That 10 to 14 inches of ice has
formed in the refinery’s conlain-
ment dikes, jeopardizing ihe in-
tegrity of the dikes.

® That 55-gallon drums of
hazardous materials and unknown
substances, some of thom rusied
and leaking. are improperly stored

in the ref blend building.

e Tl nery has been
placir: ‘ol sper products”—in-
cludia; | anzene, toluenes,
acids and corrosive materials—
info the hold: - tank which con-

tainsoil to be v« Lurned to the TAPS.

Wright sai| Mapco had no know-
ledgeof ben e tracesin 2nyof its
wells until md-Decemb: 6 and
““as soon as we found oul wo netified
our employees and sef up special
pregrams to make sure they had
clean water. Her claim that we
didn't netify the employees
couldn't be farther from the truth.™

He said the refinery uses hard
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water which ranses mineral caking -,
and buildup on the inside o the |
pipes. “We did acidize the pipes fo: 2
geinda[lhe residue on the inside of ~|
the pipes,” Wright said, “‘but it was:—
a temporary proceclure during;
which we sel up a separate system _
s0 the employees could wash their 7]
bands and have drinking water.” :
He said if Albrecht's allegations,)
of benzene n the waler were (rue,
the acidization would not have re-
moved the benzene from the water
supply. “We have had traces ol
benzene in iwo of our s mpling
wells. bul not in any of cur drioking
wells,” Wright saxd. “Her allega

tions about benzene in « ater
when we knew of it anc 0 oo
notifying our emplovees 2 wially

false, totaily untrue."

One source sz i pre
paring to file an ¢ upatienal
Bealth and Safety [ .. riminatior
complaint with {be st ‘e Labor De
partment, buf r« Ubrecht nu

Cook would disc u.'ﬁ-z.hc malfter.
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labor secretary for help

By BILL KELDER
Staff Writer

A farmer Mapeo lab technician
bas writien U.S. Labor Secretary
William Brock seeking protection
against discrimination and harass-
menl. that she claims is being con-
ducted by ber former be-
cause she talked with FBI and U S.
Senate investigators regarding
hazardous wastes at the company’s
North Pole refinery.

Until Monday, Jill Albwecht was a
chemistdab technician with Map-
co. As such, she was required to
maintain compliance with all
federal, state and Mapco pelicies
regarding the safe and legal dispos-
al of =l substances deemed hazar-
dous or niherwise requiring special
hand o

Albrecht began her work at Map-
€0 as an entrv 'ovel clerk but a few
years later | od to the refin-
ery’s lab as a; ry level techni-

cian. Dnrmg an urgamuona.l re-
vamping of the lab, the technician
title was changed to chemist.
When contacted by telephone
Thursday, Albrecht declined com-

)

o

meql on advice of her attormey, De-
nnis Coak.

Several weeks ago, the federal
Environmental Protection Agency
confirmed it was investigating
allegations of hazardous waste
violations at Mapco's North Pole
refinery. Materials gathered by a
state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation inspection at the
refinery have been passed to the
EPA’s Region X offices in Seattle.
DEC conducted the inspeciion at
EPA’s request.

But in her letter to Brock dated
April 5, Albrecht claims she was
placed on probalion by Mapco's
management when she made in-
guiries into the disposal of hazar-
dous “‘wastes, acid, toxic, corro-
sive and some unk+ aubstances
being blended toget . . ioto a sump
injecting into the crude stream of
the TAPS” (frans-Alaska pipeline
system).

The News-Miner’s copy of the let-
ter was not ebtained through
Albre: it or her attorney.

Mapco Alaska Vice President
Buki Wright said Friday Albrecht
had never brought her concerns “to

the attention of her supervisor or
the refinery mansger. If she had,
which she clearly did not, she wonld

have learned that ber concerns

were ”* Wright said.

He said “Albrecht could not have
been put on probation because of
concerns about hazardous male
rials because we pever knew she
had any such concerns, she didn’t
come to us with them.”” He did not
say why or when Albrecht was pad
on probation. “I can confirm that
Jill Albrecht is ne longer employed
at the refinery,” Wright said.

While still on probation, Albrecht
wrete, she had “received numer-
aus phone ecalls 2t all hours of the
night threatening my life i you
don't stop talking tothe press.” " In
the letter she says she never talked
to the press. “I have only answered
the ions of the FBI and U.S.
Senate in g

Albrecht wrote she had b anput'
an six-month probation by the

finery shortly before wriling tlle .

April 5 letter to Broek.

Wright said he had no idea .

Albrecht was talking to anyone.
““This is the first time I've heard

any mention of the FBl or any sen-
ate investigator, if indeed one ex-

ists

ginning W
-ht said in the Brock A
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she discovered someone following
her car where ever she went. She
her io have a “serious auto acci-
dent" involving amother woman
mmmmm

their other duties_ Ihmrebemma
prisoner in my home and
while at the refinery,” A
wrote.

But officer H. Harrison of the
North Pole police said Friday “we
have no record of her contacting us
at all.”* He said it may have been
possible that Albrecht talkved with a
North Pole officer “‘but, if
she did he didn’t write up a report
on it or anything else.”

She also claims refinery inspec-
tions by the state Department of
Environmental Conservation for
the siate and the federal Environ-
menial Protection Agency may
have been skewed because refimery
personnel treated the wells being
tested with chemicals before thein-
spertions took place.

Other allegations in Albrecht’s
letter include:

@ That, last December, Mapco
i Tt high levels of benzene inthe
refincsy's potable water wells but
ailed tom tify its employees of this

i & uhadal;madyreadnlltm

e That Mapco, DEC and EPA
testing of the water was question-
able because the refinery’s main
water supply had been acidized and
chlerinated prior o testing Nov. 20,
1596,

o That Mapce did not follow

strict guidelines in pulling samples

seturday, April 18, 1987—7
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from the potable water to test for
benzene, a Sancercausing agent.

@ That the drinking water at the
refinery is being treated with a che-
mical on a daily basis.

® ‘That the benzene being found
may be ceming from a leaking
gasoline storage tank, because no
benzene was extracted from TAPS
oil at the refinery until October
1985.

@ That 10 to 14 inches of ice has
formed in the refinery’s contain-
ment dikes, jeopardizing the in-
tegrity of the dikes.

¢ That 55-gallon drums of
hazardous materials and unknown
substances, some of them rusted
and leaking, are improperly stored

in the refincry’s blend building.
-Th..,; Lune.ryhasheen
placing ‘ol spec products’—in-

cludiag 'ead. benzene, toluenes,
acids and corresive materials—
into the holdihs tank which con-
tains oil to be returned to the TAPS.

Wright sail Mapco had no know-
ledge of benzcne traces in any of its
wells until mid-Decembes 1766 and
*“as 5000 as we found oui we netified
our employees and sef up special
programs to make sure they had
clean water. Her claim that we
didn't netify the employees
coubdn't be farther from the truth.™

He said the refinery uses hard

‘pipes. “We did acidize the pipes
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Denies allegations
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water which causes mineral caking” ¢
" and buildup on the inside of the
20 l
getridof the resuhxeonihcms:deor—
the pipes,” Wright said, ““but it was!-
a temperary procedure dunngr,
which we set up a separate system _
so the employees could wash their’
bands and have drinking water.”” .

He said if Albrecht’s allegations},
of benzene in the water were (rue,
the acidization would not have re-
moved the benzene from the water
supply. “We have had traces ol
benzene in iwo of our samyling
wells, but not in any of our drinking
wells,” Wright said. “Her ailega
tions about benzene in i< waler
when we Enew of it and cur not
notifying our employees are folally
false, totally untrue.”

One source saxd A’ ochi is pre
paring to file an ¢()c-upatienal
Health and Safety Discriminatior
complaint with the st »‘e Labor De
partment, but neilter Albrecht no
Cook would discuss the matter.
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EPA holds DEC Mapco report

The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation's report
of its hazardous waste inspection at
Mapco Petroleum Co.'s North Pole
reflinery has been passed to the
federal Environmental Protection
Agency in Anchorage, but the EPA
is placing the report on a confiden-
tial status,

*"At this point, about all I can say
is that we have the state report in
hand," said Al Ewing of EPA's
Anchorage office this morning.
“The report continues to be labled
'e?‘;orcement-conﬁdentinl'." he
said.

'IMAGED

Last month, the state and federal
agencies began Lo lake a closer look
at the refinery as the result of
allegations they received that the
reflinery may be £Mucing hazar-
dous wastes and may have put
some of those wastes into to the
trans-Alaska pipeline system.

Mapco has denied placing any
hazardous wastes into the pipeline.
Company officials did acknow-
ledge two weeks ago the shipment
of abaut 30 barrels of waste Qutside
for proper disposal. The waste in
sixof those barrels did prove to con-
tain some hazardous materials, the
officials said at the time.

Shipment of the barrels took
place with the DEC's knowledge,

Last June, Mapco began an inter-
nal process to add an environmen-
tal engineer to its staff, The com-
pany has recently been running
advertisements to hire a person for
this position. As such, the engineer
would become an in-house environ-
mental specialist for Mapco, help-
ing it remain in compliance with
various enviornmantal laws and
regulations, according to company
officials.

Ewing said the state's report is
being reviewed by the Anchorage
EPA office, and will be sent to
EPA's Region X office in Seattle for
further review by the federal agen-
cy's hazardous waste compliance
officers.
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DEC seeks
2nd opinion
on pipeline |

THE DAILY NEUS

Anchorage, Almska

Thursday, 19 Mar 87
Page A-1

By PATTI EPLER
Dady News reporier
State and federal environ-

mental officials said Wedoes-
day the trans-Alaska pipeline

does not appear to be in any |

danger from the possible in-

jection of hazardous materials |

at a North Pole refinery. .

But to get a better answer,

the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation will
ask the state Division of Oil
and Gas to review its find-
ings, a DEC official said
Wednesday.
The DEC and the federal
Environmental Protection
Agency are investigating alle-
gations that thousands of gal-
lons of hazardous waste were
pumped into the pipeline by
MAPCO Petroleum Inc.,
which operates the refinery
near Fairbanks.

MAPCO officials have said
their company is not putting
hazardous waste into the
pipeline.

Until Wednesday, the two

agencies had been unwilling-

to respond to concerns, partic-
ularly on the part of major oil
companies, that the $% billion
pipeline, its pump stations
and Outside refineries could
be seriously damaged if vola-
tile substances were in fact
ﬁhe::g injected into the pipe-

Two weeks ago, at the
EPA’s request, the DEC con-
ducted a surprise inspection
of the MAPCO facility. to
chyeck on the allegations.

Because the investigation
could lead to enforcement ac-
tion, even charges against the
company, the EPA and DEC
won't release details that
could compromise the investi-
gation. Neither will reveal
what type of information has
been collected so far, includ-
ing whether any samples of
substances bhave been taken
for analysis.

Also, the DEC and EPA
have said they did not have
the expertise or the responsi-

bility to determine whether
the pipeline was in danger.
The agencies also said they
were not willing to share in-
formation gained through an
inspection of MAPCO's opera-
tion with the oil companies or
the public until the investiga-
tion is finished, which likely
will take at least several
months.
But on Wednesday, offi-
cials with both agencies ac-
kmowledged that, so far, they
have seen nothing that would
indicate the pipeline is being
threatened. -
*“The focus of the investiga-
tion is mot the safety of the
pipeline,” said Al Ewing,
head of the EPA in Alaska.
“However, we have seen.
nothing that would indicate
the pipeline is in danger...”
Amy Kyle, deputy commis-
sioner of the DEC, said the
investigation of MAPCO In-
volves whether the facility
bas violated any environmen-
tal regulations. S
But, “the information that
we have available to us does
not indicate that there is any:
;ﬁﬁx the pipeline or peo-
-pl are working along
the pipeline,' she said.
The DEC will ask the oil,

and gas division to review its|
information and ‘‘determine
whether they share that view'
or have another view,” Kyle
said.
Unlike the DEC, the oil
ard gas division does bave
the technical expertise to
judge whether the safety of
.the pipeline is at issue, she
~geid.

Kyle said the DEC hoped
to tum the information over
to the oil and gas division by
today, but did not know when
ber department would get an
answer back.

IMAGED
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EPA, DEC MAPCO: State and federal agencies
investigate possible hazardous waste

keep mum
on pipeline

By PATTI EPLER
Darly News repones

Is the $9 billion trans-Alas-
ka pipeline threatened by the
possible injection of hazard-

ous chernicals by a North Pole ’
1

refinery?

Neither state nor federal
environmental officials will !
answer that question, despne i
concerns raised by ma}ur oil
companies. The companies are
worried that lives could be in
danger and serious damage

-muldhednnetothepipe]ine.
ils pump stalions and refiner-
* jes Outsid

Both the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the
state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation say it
will likely be severa]l manths
before they release any infor-
mation at all about an ioves-

tigation into whether MAPCO

Petroleum Inc. has illegally
pumped thousands of

gallons
of bazardous waste into the I

pipeline.

MAPCO officials have said
bazardous waste is not being
injected into the pipeline at i
their facility. H

The EPA and DEC are the

See bk Pe 9, MAPCO

in pipeline

| Continued om Page A1 |

only agencies investigating
the allegations. Al Jeast three
of the pipeline’s owners —
Atlantic Richfield Co., Stan-
dard Qil Co. and Exxon Corp.
y they are waiting for
the EPA and DEC (o tell them
what substances, if any, have
been pul into the pipeline.

- put officials with both
pgencies said Tuesday they
will not share their findings
with the oll companies. More
over, officials of both agen-
cies say It is not their job to
determine if the pipeline is in
danger.

The public “should not be
Yooking to us to tell them
what's going on with the
pipeline,” said Al Ewing, as-

' sistant regional sdministrator

for the EPA i Alaska.

He wiggested that the pipe-
line"s owners should be doing
their pwn investigation if

they are concerned about the
safety of their $8 hilbon in-
vestment.

*I think that's where the
answer has to come from,”
Ewing said. “They have the
investment."

And even though the EPA

and DEC have information .

essential to the question of
pipeline safety, Ewing said
any information they gather
will be “enforcemest confi-
dential" — that is, the agen-
cies will not make it public
until they have concluded an
investigation that could lead
te an enforcement action
against MAPCO. Ewing said
it could be mofths belore the
investigation is finished.

The BOQ-mile pipeline car-
ries nearly 2 million barreis
of North Slope crude every
day from Prudhoe Bay to
Vmidexr. It is loaded sboard
tankers for shipment to refin-
eries in the Lower 4.

R i

for about 20 percent of the oil
produced in the United
States. The pipeline is the
economic backbone of Alaska,
which dependis on the sale of
the oil for about 70 percent of
its income,

Last week, spokesmen for
Arco, Exxen and Standard
said the P id
the allegations m.m:t Hapm
serious because of possible

to the pipeline and its
facilities if wvolatile sub-
stances are injected. Lives
could also be in danger, ac
cording to Arco.

Company officials said it
was their understanding the
DEC had taken samples of
substances being pul into the
line and that those samples
were being analyzed. Since
the regulatory agencies were
already investigating, the
companies had not taken
their own samples of the

Arco spokesman Scott Loll

d Tuesday his company
still is waiting for both the
DEC and EPA to share their
tindings with Arco.

**‘Basically, we feel that
surely if there are any toxic
or harmful substances being
injected inic the line we
would expect DEC or EPA 1o
inform us immediately,” Loll
said.

Larry Dietrick, northern
regional supervisor for the
DEC in Fairbanks, said the
state agency has been asked
by the EPA not to uisciose
any information about the in-
vestigation to anyone.

Dietrick would not say
whether DEC investigators
even fook samples of gues-
tionahle substances for analy-
sis.

He said the DEC hopes to
submit its report to the EPA
later this week.

“*That information is
EPA’s,” he said of the report.

Dietrick noted that the in-
vestigation by the DEC and
EPA focuses on whether fed-
erul lyws ing the ban-
dling of hazardous waste have
been violated.

Information collected by |

the DEC may not be what the

oil companies nesd to answer

guestions about pipeline safe
ty, he said

“We're an environmental
agency and we don™ deal
with pipeline integrity,” Die
trick said “It's way beyoad

our expertise to say whether ;

{there are) pipeline integrity
problems.*

Meanwhile, MAPCO en
Sandsy shipped about 30
drums of waste material from

the North Pole {0 am-
nthmhddhpn-lﬂhrh

Oregon. Dietrick sald about
six of those drums
hazardous waste defined

by federal law.

Until the allegations thai
hazardous waste was being
disposed of in the pipeline
were raised earlier this

| month, the DEC and EPA did
j not consider MAPCO to be 2
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Falrbanks Dally News-Miner, Falrbanks, Alaska, Wednesday, March 11, 1987~

State DEC, EPA taking time

in Mapco waste investigation

By BILL KELDER
Stafl Writer

Nelther the state Department of
Environmental Conservation nor
the federa) Environmental Prolec-
tion Agency 1s talking much aboul
their investigation of Mapco Pet.
roleumn Co.'s North Pole reflnery.

Late Friday, both sgencies

issued statements conflrming they
were Investigating allegations the
refinery may be Improperly pro.
duelng, storing or dlapusrnl of
hazardous materials,

On Monday, a Mapco official de-
nied the allegations.

DEC sald It had been agked by
EPA to conduct an inspection at the

refinery, but the report of that in.
spection will remain confidential
until it has been forwarded to EPA
and that a&nncy has had time to re-
view It. 'We may have somethin
to say in about two weeks,” sal
EPA’s Al Ewing Friday.

In the meantime, EPA has asked
DEC to keep the matter confiden-
tial and the state agency has
agreed to this, Officials at both
agencies cautioned that the allega-
tiona do not necessarily mean Map-
co has indeed violated any federal
hazardous waste laws. That will be
determined by EPA's review of the
DEN innpactinn

A problem for both agencles s
the federal hazardous waste law |t-
sell. Known as the Resource Con-
servation and Reclamation Act, or
RCRA, the law excludes the ex-
ploration, development and pro-

’

duction of oil from ita pm;i-llum.l

While this does not apply to refiner-
iea, thare are certaln areas of refin-
ery activities that are excluded
from RCRA, according to Jefl
Mach, hazardous waste specialist
for the Fairbanks DEC office,

Among these are hazardous
wasles that are recycled or re.
reflned. For example, "hazardous
wasles burned for energy recover
In bollers and industrial lurnaces™
are excluded from the law under
federal regulations. Another exclu-
sion is ‘‘used oil that exhibits one or
more of the characteristics of
hazardous waste but is recycled in
some other manner than being
burned."” And there are other ex-
clusions.

The EPA has responsibility for
enforcing RCRA, says Mach. He
said the DEC could take over this

enlorcement respsonsibility, and
has been instructed by the Leglsla-
ture to do so, but while DEC pre-
pares to apply for this, the enforce-
ment of hazardous waste laws and
reguletions rests with EPA,

nder RCRA, the EPA has iden-
tified five specific wastes relatin
to reflnini that are considere
hazardgus If they are not properly
handled, The liveare: (1) dissolved
air fiotation flaat, (2) slop oll emul-
slon solids (leftovers from the re-
fining process), (3) sludge from
cleaning the heat exchanger bun-
dle, (4) separator sludge, and (5}
leaded tank bottoms (sludge build
up in the battom of tanks involving
leaded products).

While Mach couldn't specifically
talk about the Mapco situation, he
could talk about the EPA’s options
with regard to refinery’s in gener.

al. Should the EPA find m hazar-
dous material or waste violation at
a refinery—or any other business
for that matter—it could lssue a
“notice of violatlon.'' The least
stringent of the penalties It may
{ssue, the notice requires a written
response {rom a refinery on how it
has cleaned up its hazardous mate-
rial or waste problem, and It gener-
ally allows for follow-up Inapec-
tions, according to Mach.

A fairly serious violation can re-
sult in EPA jssuing a ''consent
order." Under the consent order, a
violator edmits responsibility for a
hazard, agrees to pay for clean up
as directed by EPA, and may in-
clude a fine, *'It also is the kind of
violatiun that the sgency would
want to clogely monitor,” Mach
said.

At the next level, 8 hazardous

IMAGED

substance, material or wasts prob-
lem that immediately endangers
the enviornment could resull in
elvl] offense charges being flled
with the courts by EPA. ally,
criminal charges could result If
there's & clear and present danger
to human health {rom & hazsrdous
waste problem. Both the civil and
eriminal actions ususlly Involve
substantial fines and, In the case of
criminal charges, may also result
In Imprisonment, Mach said.
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Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Monday, March 9, 1987

Mapco says it didn’t

S

pump waste into line

AP and staff reporis
NORTH POLE--Mapco Pet-
roleum’s North Pole refinery has
not pumped hazardous waste into
the trans-Alaska oll pi?ellne.
acco to the company's local
vice t.
ul;‘guh::;l;(fkm.wemmtput-
dous waste or anything
else that's not appropriate into the
* pipeline,” sald Buki Wright, vice
president of Mapco Petroleum Inc.
State and federal environmental
officlals are Investigating allega-
tions that the refinery has illegally

IMAGED

Kroduced. stored and disposed of
azardous waste by pumping itinto
into the pipeline.

“We have never shipped hazar- -

dous waste out of the refinery in
any form," Wright said during a
telephone call from San Diego this

morning. “Beyond that, since there

has been an investigation, I'd
rather hald off on saying a whole lat

more until I know what they are’

investigating."
Wright gaid officlals of the state
(See MAPCO, Back Page)

o> L

MAPCO

(Continued from puge 1)
Department of Environmental
Conservation and the federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency
have visited the refinery to inspect
the operation and question em-

ployees.

The DEC inspected the refinery
Thursday evening and will soon for-
ward its report to the EPA. Once
the EPA receives the report, it will
examine its findings to determine
whether the allegations are accu-
rate, and if so what actions are
appropriate. The process could

' take two or more weeks. Larry

Dietrick, DEC northern region
director, was not available for com-

~ ment this morning.

The investigation is based on in-
formation received from Virginia
oil broker Charles Hamel and Bab
Blake of the Cordova District
Fishermen United. Both have been
active in a two.year investigation
of alleged pollution at the pipeline's
marine tarminal in Valdez.

According to Blake and Hamel,
acids, solvents and other highly
corrosive and flammable mate-
rials are being injected in the plpe-
line. -

The introduction of potentially
volatile substances Into the hot
stream of crude oil could be
dangerous and cause substantial
damage to the $8 billion pipeline,
acco! to the Atlantic Richfield
Co., one of the pipeline owners.

An ARCO spokesman said the
company has seen no evidence ol
hazardous waste in samples taken
from the wastewater treatment
plant in Valdez. Al Greenstein said
the crude oil hasn’t been sampled,
but the company has seen nothing
to indicate contamination by hazar-
dous material.
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DEC, EPA investigating Mapco

Allegations that Mapco Pet-
roleum Co.'s North Pole refinery is
illegally producing, storing, and
disposing hazardous wastes are
being investigated by the state De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servation and the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency, offi-

refinery does not hold a permit to
legally store or dispose of hazar-
dous materials under the Resource
Consgervation and Reclamation
Act, and that the refinery has not
reparted any such materials to
either DEC or EPA. They said'
among allegations under investiga-
tion is that Mapco may have dis-

Neither agency identified the
person or persons making the
allegationa.

“Bagically, the EPA asked us to
move up the timeline on our sche-
duled ingpection of the refinery hy
about a week," said DEC northern
regional director Larry Dietrick.
“‘We conducted the inspection

A 0Fo|

S I3F

cials at both agencies confirmed

Friday.
DEC and EPA officials said the

posed of hazardous wastes thro
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Syat_:ﬁ-:

Thursday evening, but it w takea |
. (See MAPCO, Page 10) l

MAPCO

(Continued from page 1)

few days ta get the report together
to sanci to E%eA."

Once EPA recelves the report, it
will examine its findings and deter-
mine whether the allegations are
accurate and, if so, which actions
are appropriate, he said, adding
that the process could take two or
more weeks,

. | Qne DEC official said the Fair-
| hanks office's phones had been
' “ringing off the hook” with calls
1 from reporters around the co
asking sbout the hazardous waste

IMAGED

allegations. “'All we can do is tell
them we're investigating the mat-|
ter. It will be up to EPA to declde if
any violations have occurred and
whigt action ghould be taken,” he
said.

Officials at both agencies sald -
they could not comment on what'

types of hazardous wastes may be . -
being produced at the refinery until | et
all the reports are complete and Mol ey
have been carefully reviewed, " e
Mapco's top Fairbanks officials .

are in San Diego on business. l
Efforts to reach them by telephone ! 0 o e
were un.succesaful.'
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State investigates allegations
of hazardous waste in pipeline

By PATTI EPLER
Daily News reporter

State and federal environ.
mental officials are lnvesti-
gating allegations that thou-
sands of gallons of hazardous
waste have been pumped into
the trans-Alaska pipeline
over the past few months
from a North Pole refinery.

Investigators with the state
Departmant of Enviranmental
Conservation conducted an
unannounced Inspection of
the O Petroleum Ine,
refinery near Falrbanks
Thursday. Larry Dietrick, su-
pervisor of DEC's northern
regional office, sald Friday

the state was looking for pos-
sible violations of federal
laws that govern the storage
of hazardous waste and how
it is disposed of.

The state also was given
{nformation that toxiec and
hazardous substances were
belng pumped to a line that
MAPCO uses to return crude
oil to the pipeline, he said.

The introduction of poten
tially volatile hazardous sub-
stances into the hot stream of
crude oll could be dangerous,
and cause substantial damage
to the 38 billlon pipeline and
its facilities, according to the
Atlantiec Richfield Co., &n

owner of the pipeline.

The B800-mile plpeline car-
ries about 1.0 million barrels
of oll a day from the Norh
Slope tv Vuldez where the oll
is loaded on tankers, mostly
bound for Lower 48 refiner
les. The pipeline provides
about 20 percent of the oil
produced in the U.S. The
state gets about 70 percent of
its income from North Slope
oil praduction.

MAPCO already is under
DEC scrutiny because of a
100,000-gallon oil spill that
has contaminated groundwa-

See Back Page, REFINERY
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REFINERY:
of hazardous

[ Conlinued from Page A1 |

ter at the refinery. High lev-
els of benzene, & carcinogen,
have been found in wells

ere.
On Friday, Bukl Wright, a
MAPCO vice president, sald,
“As far as | know, we are not
putting hazardous waste or
anything else that's not ap-
propriate into the pipeline.”
EC was asked to conduct
the Inspection by the U.S.
Environmental Protectlon
Alcncy.l The EPA had re-

esident. Ho ave becn
eep volved in a two-year
Investigation of Alyeska
Plpeline Service Co., the oll
company consortium which
operates the pipeline and its
Valdez shipping terminal.

However, according to a
DEC report, for the last few
months the agency has been
concerned that hazardous
waste was being pumped Into
the plpeline at the relinery
and had scheduled an Inspec-
tion for April.

That investigation was
stepped up after Blake and
Hamel provided further Infor-
mation to EPA, which then
asked DEC move up Its in-
spection,

The substances alleged
be re

ly corrosive and hig am-
n{'l'E e, AcC or“!’r_gll‘lﬁj i;:iie: r'1
“Written by Blake an me

to the heads of several of the
major oll companies that
make up Alyeska.

A spokesmen for Atlantic
Richileld Co., one of Alaska's
two largest oil producers, waid
Arco has seen no evidence of
hazardous waste in samples
of wastewater from the Val.
der plant. The company has
not sampled the crude oll but
has seen nothing to indicate
the presence of hazardous ma-
terials In the crude stream,
sald Al Greensteln, an Arco
spokesman In Los Angeles.

"No ene s more Interested
than we are in getting to the
bottom of this,” sald Green-
stein.

Arco Transportation Co.
president H.E, Bond wrole
Blake and Hamel a letter
earller this week asking for
more Information. The al-

leged actions, "'if proven to be
true, are Lllulg‘ to_endanges
hu ves and cayge harm

v onm d_im:
etrick of DEC sald Inves-

tigators did {ind that sub.
stances were being put Into
the MAPCO llne that returns
oll to the pipeline but
wouldn't know until tests
were done whether the mate-
rials were hazardous waste or
not.

Allegations
waste in line

"We don't know If there's a
problem yet," he sald.

DEC will prepare a report
of 115 findings to give to EPA,
Dietrick said he hoped to
have the report finished next
week,

It will then be up to EPA
te determine whether any vio-
lations of (ederal hazardous
waste laws have taken place,

The Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) re-

fres that substances classi.

ed as hazardous waste be
dealt with In a much stricter
fashlion than other waste ma-
terlals. For Instance, RCRA
wastes must be carefully
packaged and shipped to ap-
proved Jdispusul facllitles Out-
side. Generators of the waste
as well as transporters must
follow strict reporting re-
quirements to account for the
waste and where It has been
disposed ol.

MAPCO's Wright sald there
have been occasions In the
past when MAPCO did collect
waste the company consid-
ered to be harardous and have
had shipped Outside. The
waste was part of a produc:
tion process no longer In use.

Wrlght, who works out of
Falrbanks office rather than
at the refinery itself, said it I3
his understanding there are
‘'some things'' stored In
drums at the refinery, but he
couldn't say on Friday wheth-
er they were hazardous
wastes as defined by RCRA.

Although DEC and EPA
react®d wlih some urgency to.
the allegations made thin
week_by Blake and Hamel,
Both agencles have known
at Tas
was IIKely Razardous .waste
was_belng injected Into the
plpeline.

A January DEC_report_to
EPA"IAtIuded a sl_nglt]?n'ﬁ?
graph_that 3Aid inlormation
fovided By the —8wn-
E*_ eralgr BI_MAPCOdur-
6§ Interviews indicated "haz.
ardous wasie 17 [lkely
inJected/dIsposed of Thto the

trans-Alaska p!LelIﬁm."
—Steve TOFOK, who oversees

EPA's RCRA program in
Alaska, sald he read the re-
ort when It was given to him
Eut "I did not feel there was
enough Informatlon (in the
tingle paragraph) to substan-
tiate whether there was or
was not a problem."”

Torok said he did not call
DEC to get more information.
“It was premature and pre-
liminary at best,'" Torok sald,

Amy Kyle, deputy commis-
sloner of DEC, sald, "I don't
think we felt we had an Im-
minent problem. I think we
felt we had an lssue that
needed to be researched and
resolved.”

The state planned to deal
with the matter, she sald, and
already had scheduled an In.
spection.

P.12
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Mapco spill cleanup resumes

NORTH POLE—After a brief
delay over the weekend, Mapco
Petroleum Co. has resumed
cleanup of Thursday’s oil spill at
the company's refinery here.

Snowstorms on the Dalton
Highway had impeded a vac-
cuum truck early Saturday out
of Prudhoe Bay, but the vehicle
has since arrived on-site to begin
sucking up hard-to-reach por-
tions of the spill, officials said.

Mapco officials estimate that
some 12,000 to 15,000 gallons of
semi-hardened diesel fuel called
“hago’" spilled on the refinery
site early in the morning of New
Year’'s Day.

Buki Wright, Mapco's vice
president in Alaska, issued a

press release Monday, which
estimated the cleanup of the
spill would take ‘‘anywhere
from a few days to a week to
finish.”

““It's unfortunate that this
happened, but Mother Nature is
sometimes hard to predict,”’
Wright said in the release. “We
are making a complete review of
the situation in order to prevent
this from happening again.”

The fuel spill occurred as re-
finery workers were transfering
diesel fuel from a tank through a
line. State Department of En-
vironment officials are investi-
gating the spill and monitoring
cleanup efforts.

Tuesday, January 6, 1987

=
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delaying

cleanup of diesel fuel

By JOHN CREED
Staff Writer

NORTH POLE—Snowstorms on
the Dalton Highway have delayed a
vacuum truck out of Prudhoe Bay
that will help clean up about 15,000
gallons of diesel fuel spilled New
Year’s Day at Mapco Petroleum
Co.’s refinery here.

“We still have a good bit of that to
clean up,” Buki Wright, Mapco’'s
vice president-Alaska, said late
Saturday afternoon.

Crews have apparently cleaned
up as much as they can without the
special truck.

““We're now waiting for the
vacuum truck, which was to be
here at midday (Saturday),”
Wright said. ‘‘But there was snow

around Livengood, so they were
waiting for a snowplow to clear the
Haul Road so it could get through,”
he said.

Officials were expecting the
truck to arrive at the refinery late
Saturday night.

Areas already cleaned up ‘‘look
really good,”” Wright said. He esti-
mated that once the vacuum truck
arrives, it will take between four
and 10 days to clean up areas under
hard-to-reach pipe racks.

“All the areas that were around
any equipment have been cleaned
up completely,” he said.

The fuel spill occurred Thursday
as refinery workers were transfer-
ring diesel fuel from a tank through

(See DIESEL, Page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

a line. A pump wasn’t functioning,
so the fuel overflowed onto the
ground, officials said.

Mapco, a Lower 48-based oil con-
glomerate, leases land from the
state to operate its North Pole re-
finery.

The original estimates of as
much as 20,000 gallons of spilled
diesel fuel are not accurate, said
Wright, who instead estimated the
spill between 12,000 and 15,000 gal-
lons.

“Some of the product went onto
concrete pads and concrete
troughs, which all had drains, so
that should not be considered a
spill,” Wright said.

State officials have said that en-
vironmental damage does not seem
likely from this spill because the
type of fuel spilled, called ‘‘Hago."
It gels or ‘‘sets up' at 45 degrees
Fahrenheit, so it is not likely to seep
into the ground, they said.

The Thursday spill is considered
the largest single spill Mapco has
had at its North Pole plant, accord-
ing to Wright.

Other spills, however, have been
larger, but occurred gradually
over extended periods of time. One
spill is estimated at more than
100,000 gallons and has not yet been
completely recovered.

The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation issued
Mapco a compliance order a few
weeks ago to speed up recovery op-
erations from that spill, of which
tens of thousands of gallons have
already been recovered.

The extent of environmental
damage, if any, is not known,

although one DEC official reported w""

that contamination of Mapco's own
drinking wells ‘‘seems probable.™
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Spills continue

to plague Mapco

By CDNNI:E OE HRING

NORTH FOLE—A New Year's
Day accident that spilled up to
20,000 gallons of diesel fuel at Map-
ca Petroleum's North Pole refinery
may bethe largest single spill in the
refinery's history.

'This is, if not the largest, one of
the largest single spills we have
had,"” Buki Wright, Mapco’s Alas-
ka vice president, said Friday
afternoon.

Mapco was already working
under a compliance order from the
state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation to recover an esti-
mated 100,000 gallons of fuel that
has leaked into the ground. But that
amount has accumulated over at
least four years from a series of
small leaks and spills. Another
large spill discovered in 1980, in-
volving 60,000 gallons of jet fuel
that leaked from two storage tanks,
occurred over three years. The re-
finery began operating in 1977.

The most recent spill occurred
early Thursday morning as refin-
ery workers made a routine inven-
tory check on a tank holding a type
of number four diese! called Hago,
a commercial/industrial turbine
fuel.

They also checked for water,
which is often found at the bottom
of the tanks during the winter,
when condensation is likely to
oceur, A check of the Hago tank
showed about two inches of water.
A worker turned on a valve set in
the bottom of the tank that is used
specifically to draw water out.
When the system works, water is
drawn off, collected In a sump and
pumped to a holding tank, where it
is separated from the oil. The oil is
then *‘reprocessed.”

But when the operator opened the
valves, nothing happened. He gues-
sed there was an obstruction in the
line that would give way if he left
the valves on. He left them slightly
open and returned at 3:30 a.m. o
check. There was still little or no
flow through the line. Another
check was not made until 8 a.m.,
when workers found the spill.

Wright said the spill occurred af-
ter the [uel started flowing. The
pump that draws liquid from the
sump and passes it on to the holding
tank was running, but the dis-
charge line was frozen. Once the
flow started, oil and water filled the
sump and backed up, spreading ina
ribbon about 20 feet wide and 400
feet long, mostly under a rack of
pipes running parallel to the row of

Hago is a heavy fuel that "sets
up'' or jells at 45 degrees
Fahrenheit. It was warm, and
therefore liquid, when it left the
pipe. but began to jell as it cooled,
Mapceo workers using pumps man-
aged to collect much of the spilled
fuel before it solidified, and sorme of
it was collected through drains into
the sump system. Wright esti-
mated 12,000 to 15,000 gallons re-
mained on the ground, but some of
it had already been cleaned up by
Friday afternoon

What remains now is a thick, yel-
low. gelatinous sheet, from two to
five inches deep. which workers
are cleaning up with shovels. They
are also spraying the fuel with hot
water to melt it and suck it up witha
pump. Much of the spill took place
an concrete “'skids' that lie under
the pipes and are edged with curbs
and fitted with drains to collect spil-
led fuel. The fuel overflowed the
ed between an
and an earth
and the pipe

DEC officials are
keeping a close eye om
the clean-up procedure,
but do not feel the spill
presents any imminent
hazard.

Crews of seven to 10 workers
spent most of New Year's Day and
Friday cleaning up the spill, and
Wright expects a vacuum truck
owned by an oilfield service com-
pany to arrive from Prudhoe Bay
sometime today, Clean-up using
the truck should take four to 10
days, Wright said, but he does pot
vet know what it will cost,

Meanwhile, DEC officials are
keeping a close eye on the clean-up
procedure, but do not feel the spill
presents any imminent hazard. Be.
cause of the fuel’s near-solid state,
it is unlikely to seep into the ground,
according to DEC oil spill investi-
gator John Janssen, There is small
danger of fire, Wright said, as it
takes a temperature of at least 160
degrees to ignite the fuel,

“We will review everything, all
our procedures,” Wright said, ' No-
body wants it to happen again, but
no one could have predicted it."'

CLEAN UP—Dave McKinnell, left, and Cris Jones, both
operations personnel at Mapco, clean up the spilled oil

SPILL CHECK—Buki Wright, Mapco's Alaska vice president, tests the firmness of

the spilled oil around a pump at the refinery Friday afternoon.

Charles Mason News-Miner

from around the refinei"y's €
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H POLE—Up to 20,000 gal-
diesel fuel spilled onto the
ground at Mapco Petroleum’s
North Pole Refinery Thursday
morning when a pump discharge
line froze in a pipe that was car-
rying diesel fuel from & storage
tank.

,000 gallons

“'We were moving product from a
tank through a line, and the pump
wasn't working so the product over
flowed onto the ground,” said Buki
Wright, Mapco's Alaska vice presi-
dent.

The spill occurred sometime be-
tween 3:30 a.m. and 6 a.m. New
Year's Day, Wright said.

“It happened during a routine

procedure. It was the kind of thing
where you open a valve and then go
on about other things,'” he said. Re-
finery workers checked the valve
about 3:30 a.m. and did nol return
until 6a.m., when the spill was di
overed, he said. He could not esti-
mate how long the valve had been
overflowing.

Wright said refinery workers cal-

//‘—_____\
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Daily News - Min

led the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation about
6:30 a.m., leaving a message on an
answering machine. John Janssen,
DEC il spill investigator, said he
was notified sl home aboul B:45
a.m., within the required five hour
time limit of the spill's occurrence.

A Daily News-Miner reporier
and photographer were turned

away at the reflinery gale this
morning. Officials cited “company
policy,” but Wright later said he
would allow photographs.

Both Wright and Janssen said the
spill is nol hazardous because the
type of fuel spilled, 8 number four
diesel fuel ealled Hago, “sets up.”
ar jells, al 45 degrees.

“When it spilled it was ligquid be-
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cause it was warm," said Wright.
“But as it cooled off it jelled. It
didn’t stay liguid enough to seep
into the ground or tospread. | guess
whal 1'm saying is, we're lucky it
was that product because it will be
easier Lo clean up.”

A crew of eight o 10 men spent
most of New Year's Day lrying va-
rious clean-up technigues, Wright

SPILL

of diesel spilled at Mapco

added. “'1t had set up so much, we
were shoveling itup,” he sail, “We
were also trying a method where
you warm it up and mell it and
pump it up."”

Wright said Mapco has hired an
oillicld service company in Anch
age, which has a special vacuum
truck in Prudhoe Bay designed spe

(See SPILL, Back Page)

{Continued from page 1)
cifically to clean up oil spills. He
expects the truck to arrive in North
Ec;lin hiv ir:'mj-ltlia;\akSa!.uniay. "“We

stimate it will take four to 10 d
with that." e

_ Meanwhile, the refinery will con-
Linue its own clean-up efforts,
which are effeclive but slow
Wright said. '

Wright estimated the spill at
15,00 Lo 16,000 gallons, and said he
believed thal is accurate to within
1,000 gallons. Janssen estimated
the amount at 16,000 to 20,000 gal-
lons. The spill covers an area about
20 feet wide and 400 feet long, and is
about two inches deep, Janssen
said. “1t's similar to Vaseline pel-
roleum jelly in color and appear-
ance, and it's sitting right on top of
the snow or ice," he said. “It's con-
fined and it's not going any place."

Wright said the spill is bounded
on one side by an asphalt road with-
in the refinery grounds and on the
other by a dike.

"“The valve was over a concrete
containment area that has curbs
around it, but that overflowed and

. it gol onto the ground around that,"

Wright said.

Janssen and DEC regional en-
vironmental supervisor Larry
Dietrick visited the refinery Thurs-

to return today to inspect -
prmi*cd'ures. y pect clean-up

"It’s just going to lake some
money and bodies to clean up this
slufl," Janssen said. “If 1 com-
pared il to other petroleum pro
ducts, it's probably easier to clean
up than anything else. It's just
messy.""

Mapco officials are currently
working under a compliance order
from the DEC to clean up an esti-
mated 100,000 gallons of oil leaked
into the ground over the past sever-
al years from a variely of small
leaks and spills. The refinery has
installed at least 15 recovery wells
and 20 monitor wells. Dietrick said
the compliance order will also app-
ly to the recent spill because the
same moniloring system may be
used to detect potential groundwa-
ter contamination from residual
Iuﬁl that may seep into the ground,

Th‘t.l. chances of that are very re-
mole,” he said. *“The potential for
groundwater contamination de-
pends a food deal on the efficiency
of the ¢ ean-up. The clean-up to
date, the actions they've taken, we
consider acceptable. We're not lak-
ing any action at this point."

‘It bothers me that this did hap-
pen, and what they're going to do
about it to prevent it happening
again," Janssen said. “They have
had their share of spills. This

day, and J said he i o

ldn't have happ
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pollution
‘probable’

By JOHN CREED
Staff Writer

NORTH POLE—State officials
now fear that contamination of
drinking water “‘seems probable”
on the North Pole refinery site from
the more than 100,000 gallons of oil
that Mapco Petroleum Co. has spil-
led there over the past few years. .

In a letter dated last Friday to
state Rep. Mike Davis, D-
Fairbanks, Department of En-
vironmental Conservation environ-
mental engineer Stan Justice said
tests so far show no evidence of con-
tamination in Mapco's wells. Map-
co, a Lower 48-based oil conglomer-
ate, leasesland at the refinery from.
the state.

“But due to close proximity to
high volume spills, well contamina-
tion seems probable,” Justice told
Davis, who pushed a bill on hazar-
dous wastes through the Legisla-
ture last session. Davis also chairs
the House Special Committee on Oil
and Gas.

““There are no other drinking wa-
ter wells in the immediate vicinity"’
of Mapco's oil spills, added Justice,
who categorized Mapco's spill as a
“‘high level of contamination’' in a
long list of contaminated sites in
northern Alaska.

“We're saying there’s a well on
the premises in close proximity and
it seems that it well may ultimately
become affected,”” said Bob Mar-
tin, DEC’s acting northern regional
supervisor, but he envisions no
other North Pole wells becoming
contaminated.

DEC officials do not know to what
extent the rest of North Pole's wa-
ter table and the nearby Tanana
River are endangered, but say the
potential is not great.

North Mayor Carleta Lewis,
however, is not so sure.

~In informal conversations with
Mapco employees, [ have a tenden-

(See MAPCO, Page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

¢y to think it’s worse than what
we've been told—of course, I have
no proof of that,” she told the News-
Miner. ‘‘One of the people that
works over there was laughing one
day about the story in the paper. He
said, ‘Gosh, if you only knew,""’

Lewis believes private landhold-
ings and businesses near the oil-
spill site could be in danger.

“They are not in the city, so they
have wells,” she said. “‘All we can
goon is what they told us, and DEC
has never told us anything.”

Mapco officials, meanwhile,
reiterated earlier public state-
ments that no environmental dan-
gers exist from the spills.

“I don't know anything about the
letter (to Davis), so I couldn’t com-
ment onit,"” said Buki Wright, Map-
co's vice president-Alaska.

“From everything I've heard,
there isn't any contamination and
probably won’t be,” Wright said,
who told the News-Miner last
month that the oil spills pose no
danger to North Pole's water table,
which includes the refinery site.

Mapco's oil spills are close to the
surface, he said, and the com-
pany's drinking water well is 60 to
70 feet underground and tested reg-
ularly.

State officials estimate that more
than 100,000 gallons of various oil
products had spilled or leaked into
the ground before Mapco began
pumping out the wastes earlier this
year. The refinery’s perimeter is
now ringed with up to 20 monitor
wells and about 15 recovery wells,
officials said.

“If their recovery efforts con-
tinue to be successful, the amount
of oil left in the ground may never
be of a sufficient volume to reach
the (Mapco) well,” Martin said.

DEC said Mapco has recovered
up to 60,000 gallons of spilled oil in
recent months from leaking con-
crete ‘‘sumps,’’ which collect
waste water, oil and other waste li-
quids. Other spills stem from leak-
ing storage tanks, leaking pumps
and inadequate handling proce-
dures.

Wright said Mapco has not been
trying to downplay the issue.

“*The problem is not a minor
problem,"” he said. ‘‘We've been

dealing with it for a long time. The
problem's been dealt with and now
we're dealing with the consequ-

ences. We have been very openwith

the DEC and will continue to be
very open with the DEC.”

DEC’s Martin said potential
pollution in the Tanana River is not
great.

‘‘But you can’t see under the
ground and there could be geologic-
al"' channels leading to theriver, he
said, adding that the issue remains
“‘in the realm of the unknown.”

Mapco was threatened with a
compliance order last August after
DEC said the company “dragged

its feet’’ on clean-up efforts, which’

Mapco denied.
DEC officials cannot say if Map-

co has repaired all its leaks yet but.

an audit is underway to find that
out.

‘I can’t say at this point that ev-
ery leak has been corrected,” he
said. ““Not all the repair work has
been done—that’'s what we're
trying to hash out with the company
right now. Over the long term,
maybe even more corrective action
is necessary to make sure it doesn't
leak again.

Martin said shutting down the
plant hos never been discussed.

“It's not a warranted action due
to the nature of the discussions and
actions so far,"” he said.

Lewis, North Pole's mayor, said
Wright ‘‘came down and talked to
me after the article came out in the
newspaper,’’ which was Oct. 30.

‘““He (Wright) said Mapco is abso-
lutely not contaminating anything
and they are cleaning everything
up,"’ she said.

Nevertheless, Lewis said she

posed several questions to Mapco
about her city's environmental con-
cerns in a recent letter, which
Wright promised to address soon.

“I guess that's all right,”" she
said. ‘‘I'd like to have all these
questions answered. They told me
absolutely nobody would be con-
taminated, including Mapco |
want to know what happens down
the road, if somebody ends up with
oil in their back yard or with 4 ¢on
taminated well. Who takes respon
sibility for that? I don't think .r
body should be able to contamir i*v
anyone's well."”
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. congressional probe into al :
s MAPCO Petroleum Inc. has been putting
¥ hazardous waste into the trans.-Alaska pipe-
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Senator calls
for MAPCO
investigation

V< By PATTI EPLER

“Daily-News reporter
An Ohio senator on Frlda{ called for a
egations that

line, accusations that wit. .
nesses have been intimidat- SN
ed and that the state has [
compromised a federal in. [
vestigation. i

Sen. Howard Metzen- §
baum’s request for a Gener-
a! Accounting Office report
prompted sn angry re-
sponse from Guy. BSteve
Cowper, who didn't take
kindly to Metlzenbaum's
suggestion that state envi-
roﬁ%nental officials have Metzenbaum
undermined an ongoing investigation because
of a '"close relationship" with MAPCO offi-
cials.

Metzenbaum's sallegations of lax enforge-
ment "are misinformed at best and flat out
{rresponsible at worst," Cowper said. “‘Sen.
Metzenhaum frequently criticizes what we do
in Alasks without complete information. That
appears to be the vase here." _

Meanwhile, In a letter dated Friday, the
U.S, Environmentsal Protection Agency said it
believes the North Pole refinery has sccumu-
lated and stored hezardous waste without a
permit and out of compllance with most
treatment and disposal standards,

MAPCO officials have denied dlsposing of
hazardous waste — strictly regulated by feder-
al law -- into the the pipeline. In recent
weeks, MAPCO has obtained an EPA permit
to ship some waste to a licensed disposzal
facility Outside. -5

In March, state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation [nvestigators, acting on
EPA's reguest, conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of the MAPCO refinery south of Fair-
banks. Information from the DEC inspection
was the basis for EPA's findings in the letter
sent to MAPCO Friday.

The inspection followed allegations by a
Virginia oil broker, a Cordova fishermen's
group and MAPCO employees that the refin-
ery was disposing of hazardous waste by
pumping it into the pipeline. Oil companies
that own the $8 billion pipeline were con-
cerned that the injection of volatile substances
could endanger lives and threaten the safety
-of the pipeline, the pump stations or even
refineries that process the crude oil,

State officlals concluded that if hazardous
materisls were being injected into the pipe-
line, they would be so diluted as to present
little problem.

l M AG Engs_ C4, MAPCO

" MAPCO

—~

MAPCO: Senator calls for

! ' Continued from Page C-1 |
f. A spokeswoman for Metz-

enbaum sald Friday she was

_hot aware that the state had
‘¢omie to that conelusion. She

did not know if the senator or
hiz staff knew of the state's
review of the threat to the

- pipeline. .

In a press release, Metzen-
baum said, “Congress cannot

. allow MAPCO offlcials to re-
. solve their toxic waste dispos-
- &l problems by risking envi-

ronmentel damage, cmployee
safety and damage to the in-
dustrial facllities of petro-
leum refiners downstream."'
Metzenbaum, a Democrat,
¢hairs & Senate subcommittee

on energy regulation and con-
servation.

He ulso asked GAO to pro-
vide special srotection for
witnesses, citing a.legations
of witness intimidation.

“I understand at least one
employee has

tions that DEC's enforcement
role was compromised by ''lts
close relationship with MAP.
CO officials,"

DEC Commissioner Dennis
Kelso also denied assertlons
that the agency has been lax
in its dealings with the refin.
ery,

"We've been aggressive and
appropriate in our enforce-
ment,” Kelso told the Associ-
ated Press on Friday. '"Those
kinds of allegations are ab-
surd. Qur work with MAPCO
takes a great deal of time in
our northern reglonal office,"

Cowper noted that DEC
has been keeplng an eye on
MAPCO for some time and
has required cleanup of oil
spills as well as an environ-
mental audit of the facility,

In the letter to MAPCO,

- Charles Findley, EPA direc.

tor of hazardous waste for
this reglon, said the agency is
continuing to evaluate infor-

Egi‘tﬂ -f.;ollec,tqd at the refin-

investigation into allegations

Mmﬂnthe company with
dil ation and termina-
tion of employment as a re
sult of that employee's coop-,
eration with congressional
investigators,” he said, "“We
expect witnesses to cooperate
fully with investigators
knowing that their rights will
be protected by Congress and
the Department of Labor.”

GAOQO, through Its recently
established Office of Special
Investigations, already has
been looking into the MAPCO
affair. Seversl people. includ-
ing state officials, said they
were interviewed by GAQ In-
vestigators several weeks
ago, and asked [ they would
be willing to testify before a
congresslonal committee,

Nancy « Coffey, a Metzen-
baum spokeswoman, said the
GAQ probe has been infor-
mal. Metzenbaum's action is a
request for an official investi-
gation, she said,

Metzenbaum also asked the

GAO to Investigate allegiaf‘
o ! # Ww

ery. But, he said, MAPCO has
not complied with require-
ments governing management
of recyclable material and hag
accumnulated enough waste so

that the refinery should be

considered & generator of haz-

ardous waste under the law,

The refinery alsc has
stored

“acutely toxic" snd

“characteristic waste”: for

more than 80 days without &

permit and is “‘out of compll- e

ance with the majority of
treatment and disposal stan.
dards,” the letter said.

EPA asked for detailed in-
formation on recycling 'mnd
neutralizing of hazardous ma-
terials, ineluding pl ent
of materials into the pipetine,

Al Ewln{'. assistant "

al..} Mdahinls r;tgr for the BPA
Jaska, had nq

on Metzenbaum's call fog a

%AO investigation. He said -

PA intends to continue its
own investigation and should
have more to say about the
cese in a week or two,

— ] —

FILE COPY




	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16
	page 17
	page 18
	page 19
	page 20
	page 21
	page 22
	page 23
	page 24
	page 25
	page 26
	page 27
	page 28
	page 29
	page 30
	page 31
	page 32
	page 33

